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480-93-184

(2) When a gas company proposes to raise any pipeline's
pressure above two hundred fifty psig, the gas company shall
petition the commission for a waiver of WAC 480-93-030, if
applicable, before increasing the pressure;

(3) When a gas company proposes to raise any pipeline's
pressure above five hundred psig, the gas company shall peti-
tion the commission for a waiver of WAC 480-93-020, if
applicable, before increasing the pressure;

(4) When a pipeline or system operating at low pressure
drops below the safe operating conditions of attached appli-
ances and gas equipment; and

(5) When a pipeline, operating in excess of two hundred
fifty psig, is taken out of service for any reason the commis-
sion shall be notified within six hours, followed by written
explanation within thirty days.

" [Statutory Authority: RCW 80.01.040. 92-16-100 (Order R-375, Docket No.

UG-911261), § 480-93-183, filed 8/5/92, effective 9/5/92.]

WAC 480-93-184 Gas leak responsibility. Each gas
company shall designate personnel who shall be responsible
for pipeline and service line patrolling; leak survey practices,
procedures, and operations; and leak classification and
repairs within its respective areas of operation (i.e. division,
district, etc.).

[Order R-101, § 480-93-184, filed 5/18/77.]

WAC 480-93-185 Gas leak investigation. Any notifi-
cation of a leak, explosion, or fire, which may involve gas
pipelines or other gas facilities, received from an outside
source such as a police or fire department, other utility, con-
tractor, customer, or the general public, shall be investigated
promptly by the gas company. Where the investigation
reveals a leak, the leak shall'be graded pursuant to WAC 480-
93-186 and appropriate action shall be taken in accordance
with these rules.

When leak indications are found to originate from a for-
eign source or facility, such as gasoline vapors, sewer or
marsh gas, or customer-owned piping, prompt action shall be
taken at that time, where appropriate, to protect life and prop-
erty. Leaks that represent an ongoing, potentially hazardous
situation shall be reported promptly to the owner or operator
of the source facility and, where appropriate, to the police
department, or other appropriate governmental agency. In all
cases, the property owner or the adult person occupying the
premises shall be notified of the leak conditions. If no meth-
ane indication is found, the gas company employee on-site
shall so inform the property owner or the adult person occu-
pying the premises, and shall request the adult person occu-

pying the premises sign the gas company work order indicat--

ing that a gas leak was not the source of the leak indication.
The gas company employee shall provide the adult person
occupying the premises an odor sniff card which identifies
the odor of natural gas and indicates the name, address, and
telephone number of the gas company representative to be
contacted if the leak indications are again noticed. If the
property owner or an adult person occupying the premises is
not available, the gas company shall, within twenty-four
hours of the leak notification, send by first-class mail
addressed to the person occupying the premises, a letter
explaining the results of the investigation. A copy of the letter

[Title 480 WA C—p. 248]

Title 480 WAC: Utilities and Transportation Commission

shall be retained by the gas company and kept with the leak
report. A leak investigation report form shall be maintained
in the gas company's leak report files for all leaks investi-
gated, indicating gas company employee making the initial
leak evaluation.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 80.01.040, 92-16-100 (Order R-375, Docket No,
UG-911261), § 480-93-185, filed 8/5/92, effective 9/5/92; Order R-102, §
480-93-185, filed 5/18/77.]

WAC 480-93-186 Leakage classification and action
criteria. (1) Gas leak classification and repair.

(a) General. Each gas company shall establish a proce-
dure by which leakage indications of flammable gas will be
graded and controlled. When evaluating any leak indication a
preliminary step is to determine the perimeter of the leak
area. When this perimeter extends to a building wall the
investigation shall extend inside the building.

(b) Leak grades. Based on an evaluation of the location
and/or magnitude of a leak, one of the following leak grades
shall be assigned, thereby establishing the leak repair prior-
ity. A gas company may utilize an alphabetical grade classi-
fication, i.e. Grade A for Grade 1, Grade B for Grade 2, and
Grade C for Grade 3 if it has historically utilized such a grad-
ing designation. ‘

Grade 1 - Grade 1 means a leak that represents an exist-
ing or probable hazard to persons or property and requiring
immediate repair or continuous action until conditions are no
longer hazardous. :

Grade 2 - Grade 2 means a leak recognized as being
nonhazardous at the time of detection but requiring scheduled
repair based on probable future hazard.

Grade 3 - Grade 3 means a leak that is nonhazardous at
the time of detection and can reasonably be expected to
remain nonhazardous.

Leakage classification and control requirements are pro-
vided in Table 1. The examples of leakage provided in the
table are guidelines and are not exclusive. The judgment of
the gas company personnel at the scene is of primary impor-
tance in determining the grade assigned to a leak.

(c) Follow-up inspections. The adequacy of leak repairs
shall be checked by acceptable methods while the excavation
is open. The perimeter of the leak area shall be checked with
a CGL. In the case of repair of a Grade 1 leak, where there is
residual gas in the ground, a follow-up inspection shall be
made as soon as practical but in no case later than one month
following the repair. In the case of Grade 2 or Grade 3 leaks
which have been repaired, the need for a follow-up inspection
shall be determined by qualified personnel employed or
retained by the gas company.

(2) Regrading of leaks. Leaks are to be reinspected using
the same criteria used to grade leaks when they are first
detected and graded.

[Order R-103, § 480-93-186, filed 5/18/77.]

WAC 480-93-18601 Table 1—Leak classification and
action criteria—Grade—Definition—Priority of leak
repair—Examples.

(2005 Ed.)
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Gas Companies—Safety 480-93-187
TABLE 1—LEAK CLASSIFICATION PRIORITY OF LEAK REPAIRS EXAMPLES
AND ACTION CRITERIA d. Soil type and conditions, such 2. Any reading of 100% LEL
as frost cap, moisture and nat- or greater under a street in
GRADE | ural venting. ' 2 wall-to-wall paved area
DEFINITION Grade 2 leaks shall be re-evaluated that does not qualify as a

A leak that represents an existing or probable hazard
to persons or property and requires immediate repair
or continuous action until the conditions are no

longer hazardous.

PRIORITY OF LEAK REPAIR

EXAMPLES

Requires prompt action* to
protect life and property and
continuous action until the
conditions are no longer haz-
ardous.

*The prompt action in some
instances may require one or
more of the following:

a. Implementation of com-
pany emergency plan
(192.615).

b. Evacuating premises.

c. Blocking off an area.

d. Rerouting traffic.
e. Eliminating sources of
ignition.

f  Venting the area, or

g.  Stopping the flow of gas
by closing vaives or other
means.

h. Notifying police and fire
departments.

Leaks requiring prompt action:

1. Any leak which, in the judg-
ment of operating personnel
at the scene, is regarded as an
immediate hazard.

2.  Escaping gas that has ignited
unintentionally.

3.  Any indication of gas which
has migrated into or under a
building or tunnel.

4,  Any reading at the outside
wall of a building or where
the gas would likely migrate
to the outside wall of a build-
ing. )

5. Any reading of 80% LEL or
greater in a confined-space.

6.  Any reading of 80% LEL, or
greater in small substructures
not associated with gas likely
migrate to the outside wall of
a building.

7.  Any leak that can be seen,
heard, or felt and which isina
location that may endanger
the general public or property.

GRADE 2
DEFINITION

A leak that is recognized as being nonhazardous at
the time of detection but justifies scheduled repair
based on probable future hazard.

PRIORITY OF LEAK REPAIRS

EXAMPLES

Leaks should be repaired or cleared
in one year but shall not exceed fif-
teen months from the date reported.
If a Grade 2 leak occurs in a seg-
ment of pipeline which is under
consideration for replacement, an
additional 6 months may be added
to the 15 months maximum time

A. Leaks requiring action ahead of
ground freezing or other adverse

changes in venting conditions:

1. Any leak, which under fro-

zen or other adverse soil
conditions, would likely

migrate to the outside of 2

building.

at least once every six months until
cleared. The frequency of reevalu-
ation should be determined by the
location and magnitude of the leak-
age condition. )

1t should be recognized that Grade
2 leaks will vary greatly in degree
of potential hazard. There will be
some Grade 2 leaks, which when
evaluated by the above criteria, will
justify scheduled repair within the
next 5 working days. Others will
justify repair within 30 days. These
situations shall be brought to the
attention of the individual responsi-
ble for scheduling leakage repair at
the end of the working day.

On the other hand, there will be
many Grade 2 leaks, which because
of their location and magnitude,
can be scheduled for repair on a
normal routine basis with periodic
reinspection as necessary.

GRADE 3

Grade 1 leak and whete the
gas is likely to migrate to
the outside wall of a build-
ing. ’ )
3. Any reading less than 80%
LEL in small substructures
not associated with gas

facilities where gas would -

likely migrate creating a
probable future hazard,

4, Any reading between 20%
LEL and 80% LEL ina
confined space.

5. Any reading on a pipeline
operating at 30% SMYS or
greater in Class 3 or 4
locations that does not
qualify as a Grade [ leak.

6. Any leak which in the
judgment of operating per-
sonnel at the scene is of
sufficient magnitude to
justify scheduled repair.

v DEFINITION
A leak that is nonhazardous at the time of detection
and can reasonably be expected to remain nonhaz-

ardous.

PRIORITY OF LEAK REPAIRS

EXAMPLES

Grade 3 leaks should be re-evalu-
ated during the next scheduled sur-
vey, or within 15 months of the

reporting date, whichever oceurs .

first, until the leak is regraded orno
longer results in a reading.

Leaks requiring reevaluation at peri-
odic intervals:
. Any reading of less than 80%

LEL in small gas associated sub-
structures such as small meter
boxes or gas valve boxes.

. Any reading under a street in

areas without wall-to-wall pav-
ing where it is unlikely the gas
could migrate to the outside wall
of a building.

. Any reading of less than 20%

LEL in a confined space.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 80.01.040. 92-16-100 (Order R-375, Docket No.
UG-911261), § 480-93-18601, filed 8/5/92, effective 9/5/92; Order R-103,
Table 1 (codified as WAC 480-93-18601), filed 5/18/77.] ’

WAC 480-93-187 Records and self audit. (1) Gas leak
records. Every gas company shall prepare and maintain per-

for repair noted above. In deter-
mining the repair priority, criteria
such as the following should be
considered:

a. Amountand migration of gas,  B. Leaks requiring action within

six months:

1. Any reading of 40% LEL
or greater under a sidewalk
in a wall-to-wall paved
area that does not qualify
as a Grade 1 leak and
where gas is likely to
migrate to the outside wall
of a building.

b. Proximity of gas to buildings
and subsurface structures,
c. Extent of pavement, and

(2005 Ed.)

manent gas leak repair records. Sufficient data and informa-
tion shall be included in leak repair records to permit the
commission to assess the adequacy of the company mainte-
nance programs and to provide the data and information
needed to complete every required RSPA F-7100.1, F-
7100.1-1, F-7100.2, and F-7100.2-1 leak report.

(2) The following data and information shall be recorded
and maintained. Every gas company which by law must
report leaks to a regulatory agency charged by law with envi-
ronmental protection shall file copies of those reports with
the commission. Data and information which cannot reason-
ably be expected to be available under the particular circum-
stances of a leak situation need not be reported, but at a min-
imum will include the following:

[Title 480 WAC—p. 249]
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