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Source: https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/

Basin Percent of Median: April 1, 2026 SWE

Extremely Low Spring Snowpack

2026
Statewide Snowpack:
52% of median
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Source: https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/basin-plots/?state=WA 

WA Average Snowpack lower than last 3 years
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Water Year 2026
Temperature Precipitation

 Averaged statewide, Oct-May tied 1992 as the 3rd warmest (+2.7°F)* on record 

 Averaged statewide, Oct-May precipitation was near-normal (+1.12”; 103% of normal)*

*Records since 1895; Normal is 1991-2020 Source: https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper 
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January 1-June 14, 2026 Precipitation 

Source: https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper 
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Yakima Reservoirs dipping below normal

Source: https://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/news-release/5348 

USBR Water Supply Forecast: Pro-ratable water users to receive 52% of their 
May 21-September 30 water allotments 

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Five Yakima Reservoirs
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Summer Outlook



NWS: 8-14 Day Hazard Outlook; slight risk of 
extreme heat

Source: https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats.php 
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Climate Prediction Center Outlook: Jun-Aug

Source: https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/ 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/


Elevated wildfire potential June-September

Source: https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf  
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Current Status: El Niño
El Niño Advisory



Likely to be a very strong El Niño next winter
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Source: https://cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso/roni/strengths/ 
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Temperature Precipitation

Recent El Niño events (minus very strong events): 
1965/66, 1968/69, 1969/70, 1972/73, 1976/77, 1977/78, 1979/80, 1986/87, 1987/88, 
1991/92, 1994/95, 2002/03, 2004/05, 2006/07, 2009/10, 2014/15, 2018/19, 2023-24

Average El Niño Winter (Nov-March) conditions

Source: https://psl.noaa.gov/data/usclimdivs/ 
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Source: https://www.climate.gov/news-features/blogs/snow-pain-snow-gain-how-does-el-nino-affect-snowfall-over-north-america 
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Key Take-Aways
• Water year 2026 ranks as the 3rd warmest on record so far with near-

normal precipitation

• Snowpack was much below normal all season (3rd lowest on April 1) and 
has melted earlier than normal

• Seasonal forecast models indicate higher odds of above normal 
temperatures statewide and below normal precipitation this summer

• Wildland fire potential is higher for parts of WA beginning in June and all 
of WA by August

• El Niño is here and tilts the odds toward a warmer and drier winter 2026-
27 with below normal spring 2027 snowpack
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