
Nick Brown 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF WASHINGTON 

Public Counsel 
800 Fifth Ave • Suite 2000 • MS TB-14 • Seattle, WA 98104-3188 • 206-464-7744

July 7, 2025 

SENT VIA E-MAIL & E-SERVICE 
Jeff Killip 
Executive Director and Secretary 
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 
621 Woodland Square Loop SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 

Re: In the Matter of an Order Approving the Transfer of Control to Ziply Fiber, 
Docket UT-240951 

Dear Director Killip: 

Public Counsel does not oppose the Settlement Agreement between the petitioning parties and 
UTC Staff, but it does not join it. Public Counsel participated in the good faith negotiations 
between the petitioning parties and UTC Staff, and believes that the settlement satisfies the no-
harm standard the Commission applies to evaluating transfers of property such as this one. Public 
Counsel remains concerned about the transition from copper line service to alternative 
communication technologies, particularly in rural areas of Washington. Bell Canada and Ziply’s 
commitments to continued investment in expanding broadband service, and to providing for 
automatic credits related to outages lasting longer than 48 hours are in the public interest and will 
provide a benefit to Washingtonians. Public Counsel will monitor compliance with the 
commitments made in this Docket and whether the newly merged company continues to properly 
maintain copper wire service within its ILEC territory until alternative technologies become a 
sufficiently reliable replacement.  

Thank you, 

TAD ROBINSON O’NEILL, WSBA No. 37153 
Public Counsel Unit. Section Chief 
Tad.ONeill@ATG.WA.GOV 
206-254-0570

cc: ALJ Hughes & ALJ Kruszewski 
Service List (via E-mail) 
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