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For an Order Disclaiming Jurisdiction, or in) Answer of Level 3
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INTERNATIONAL, INC. Merger ) Northwest, Inc., NEXTLINK Washington,

) Inc., Advanced TelCom, Inc. and
) Northwest Payphone Association For
) Continuance
)

.................................................................. )

Level 3 Communications, Inc. (“Level 3") supports the requests of AT&T

Communications of the Pacific Northwest, Inc., NEXTLINK Washington, Inc., Advanced

TelCom, Inc. (“Joint Intervenors”) and the Northwest Payphone Association for a continuance of

the date for filing of Staff, Public Counsel, and intervenor testimony.  US WEST, Inc.’s and

Qwest Communications International, Inc.’s (“Applicants”) refusal to respond to numerous

discovery requests makes it impossible for Level 3 as well as other parties to prepare and file

testimony by November 22, 1999.  Level 3 also agree’s with Joint Intervenors that the

Commission establish a date by which Applicants must provide responses to outstanding

discovery requests and continue the testimony filing deadline until two weeks after that date.

Given that he Commission needs to schedule answers to the several pending motions to

compel, it is unlikely the Applicants will respond in time to give Staff, Public Counsel, and

intervenors the time necessary to review those responses and prepare testimony by November 22,

1999.  And while Level 3 has not propounded discovery to date, it is evaluating outstanding

discovery requests made by other parties in the preparation its testimony.  Accordingly, Level 3



support’s Joint Intervenors suggestion that the Commission set a date by which the Applicants

must fully respond to the discovery subject to pending motions to compel, and to schedule the

filing of testimony two weeks thereafter.

For the foregoing reasons, Level 3 supports the requests of Joint Intervenors and the

Northwest Payphone Association to continue the case schedule adopted in this docket.

Respectfully submitted this 12  day of November, 1999.th
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