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ATTORNEYS AT LAW
SUITE 2000
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FACSIMILE (503) 224-3176
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December 14, 2006

V1A FEDERAL EXPRESS
AND ELECTRONIC FILING

Carol Washburn

Executive Secretary

Washington Utilities & Transportation
Commission

1300 S. Evergreen Park Drive, S.W.
P.O. Box 47250

Olympia, WA 98504-7250

Re:  In the Matter of the Petition of Avista Corporation d/b/a Avista Utilities For an
Order Authorizing Implementation of a Natural Gas Decoupling Mechanism and

to Record Accounting Entries Associated With the Mechanism.
WUTC Docket No. UG-060518

Dear Ms. Washburn:

This letter submits for filing the original and eight copies of the Initial Brief of the
Northwest Industrial Gas Users in the above-referenced proceeding.

Thank you for your assistance.
Very truly yours,

Chynd 7 sy

Edward A. Finklea
EAF/tr
Enclosures

Corvallis Office — 582 NW Van Buren, Corvallis, OR 97330 (541) 754-7477



BEFORE THE

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

In the Matter of the Petition of

Avista Corporation d/b/a Avista Utilities
DOCKET NO. UG-060518
For an Order Authorizing Implementation
of a Natural Gas Decoupling Mechanism
and to Record Accounting Entries
Associated With the Mechanism.
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INITIAL BRIEF
OF THE

NORTHWEST INDUSTRIAL GAS USERS

December 14, 2006



Pursuant to the procedural schedule adopted by Administrative Law Judge C.
Robert Wallis, the Northwest Industrial Gas Users (“NWIGU”) hereby submit this Initial
Brief in the above-referenced proceeding.

Avista Corporation d/b/a Avista Utilities, Commission Staff, NW Energy
Coalition and NWIGU entered a Settlement Agreement (“Settlement”) to resolve all
outstanding issues in this docket. Public Counsel objects to the Settlement.

NWIGU respectfully requests that the Washington Utilities and Transportation
Commission (“WUTC” or “Commission”) approve the Settlement as a negotiated
package. NWIGU is not opposed to other approaches to address utility decoupling
concerns, but supports this pilot as presented in the Settlement.

Conclusion

NWIGU respectfully requests that the Commission approve the Settlement in its

entirety as a negotiated package. The Settlement is in the public interest and should be

approved.

DATED: December 14, 2006.
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Edward A. Finklea, OSB No. 84216
Chad M. Stokes, OSB No. 00400
Cable Huston Benedict Haagensen & Lloyd LLP

Of Attorneys for
NORTHWEST INDUSTRIAL GAS USERS
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on December 14, 2006, I caused to be served the foregoing

NORTHWEST INDUSTRIAL GAS USERS’ INITIAL BRIEF upon all parties of record on

the following current Service List of these proceedings via electronic mail and/or mailing a copy

properly addressed with first class postage prepaid on:

SERVICE LIST
AVISTA CORPORATION DAVID J. MEYER
D/B/A AVISTA UTILITIES VP AND CHIEF COUNSEL
KELLY NORWOOD, VICE PRESIDENT REGULATORY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
STATE AND FEDERAL REGULATION AVISTA CORPORATION
1411 E. MISSION AVENUE, MSC-13 1411 E. MISSION AVENUE, MSC-13
PO BOX 3727 PO BOX 3727

SPOKANE, WA 99220-3727

SPOKANE, WA 99220-3727
DMEYER@AVISTACORP.COM

SIMON FFITCH PAULA PYRON

AAG EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL NWIGU

900 FOURTH AVENUE, SUITE 2000 4113 WOLF BERRY COURT
SEATTLE, WA 98164-1012 LAKE OSWEGO, OR 97035-1827
SIMONF@ATG.WA.GOV PPYRON@NWIGU.ORG
RONALD ROSEMAN NANCY GLASER

ATTORNEY AT LAW NWEC

2011 - 14TH AVENUE E.
SEATTLE, WA 98112
RONALDROSEMAN@COMCAST.NET

219 15T AVE. SOUTH, STE. 100
SEATTLE, WA 98104
NGLASER@NWENERGY.ORG

GREG J. TRAUTMAN

ASST. ATTORNEY GENERAL
WUTC

ATTORNEY GENERAL OFFICE
STATE MAIL STOP 40128
OLYMPIA, WA 98504-7250
GTRAUTMA@WUTC.WA.GOV

CHARLES M. EBERDT, MANAGER

THE ENERGY PROJECT

1701 ELLIS STREET

BELLINGHAM, WA 98225
CHUCK_EBERDT@OPPORTUNITYCOUNCIL.
NET
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NANCY HIRSH
POLICY DIRECTOR

NW ENERGY COALITION

219 15T AVENUE SOUTH, STE. 100
SEATTLE, WA 98104-2599
NANCY@NWENERGY.ORG

DATED: December 14, 2006.
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Edfard A. Finklea, OSB No. 84216
Chad M. Stokes, OSB No. 00400
Cable Huston Benedict Haagensen & Lloyd LLP

Of Attorneys for
Northwest Industrial Gas Users
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