
From: Don Marsh
To: UTC DL Records Center
Cc: david.danner@utc.wa.gov; Rendahl, Ann (UTC); Balasbas, Jay (UTC); Nightingale, David (UTC); Johnson, Steven

(UTC)
Subject: CENSE comments for Docket No. UE-160918
Date: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 7:03:07 AM
Attachments: CENSE comments on 2017 IRP.pdf

CENSE testimony for IRP hearing.pdf

Dear Commissioners,
 
CENSE (Coalition of Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy) would like to enter the attached
documents into the record for Docket No. UE-160918.
 
The first document addresses PSE’s proposed “Energize Eastside” project as described in Chapter 8
of the company’s 2017 Integrated Resource Plan.
 
The second document is a copy of the verbal testimony I will present at today’s public hearing on
behalf of CENSE.  This testimony mentions Energize Eastside and a second transmission project, the
Lake Hills Transmission Line.  Both proposals fail to meet the standards of prudent analysis that is
required by Washington Administrative Code.
 
Thank you for your timely consideration of our comments.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don Marsh, President
CENSE.org
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https://pse.com/aboutpse/EnergySupply/Documents/IRP17_Ch8.pdf

https://www.utc.wa.gov/_layouts/15/CasesPublicWebsite/GetDocument.ashx?docID=513&year=2016&docketNumber=160918

https://www.utilitydive.com/news/california-regulators-first-to-allow-multiple-revenue-streams-for-energy-st/516927/
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Electricity use by PSE customers



mailto:info@CENSE.org

https://k4c.scope5.com/pages/61
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https://web.archive.org/web/20160716140225/http:/www.energizeeastside.com:80/need
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http://www.seattlebusinessmag.com/policy/how-climate-change-conservation-and-renewable-energy-are-changing-seattle-city-light
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https://pse.com/aboutpse/EnergySupply/Documents/8a_2017_PSE_IRP_Chapter_book_compressed_110717.pdf
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http://www.sitecinquiry.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/11-01-2017-BCUC-Site-C-Inquiry-Final-Report.pdf
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http://www.energizeeastsideeis.org/uploads/4/7/3/1/47314045/final_electrical_reliability_study_phase_ii_report_2012.pdf

http://www.energizeeastsideeis.org/uploads/4/7/3/1/47314045/cob_independent_technical_analysis_1-3.pdf
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https://energizeeastside2.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/Library/Reports/Eastside_Needs_Assessment_Final_Draft_10-31-2013v2REDACTEDR1.pdf

https://energizeeastside2.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/Library/Reports/Eastside_Needs_Assessment_Final_Draft_10-31-2013v2REDACTEDR1.pdf
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http://cense.org/Lauckhart-Schiffman%20Load%20Flow%20Study.pdf

http://www.energizeeastsideeis.org/uploads/4/7/3/1/47314045/cob_independent_technical_analysis_1-3.pdf
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https://www.utilitydive.com/news/xcel-solicitation-returns-incredible-renewable-energy-storage-bids/514287/





12819 SE 38th Street #294 • Bellevue, WA 98006 • info@CENSE.org


20


20.5


21


21.5


22


0%


10%


20%


30%


40%


50%


60%


70%


2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016


M
ill


io
n


s 
o


f 
m


eg
aw


at
t-


h
o


u
rs


 c
o


n
su


m
ed


Pe
rc


en
ta


ge
 o


f 
fo


ss
il 


fu
el


s 
in


 m
ix


PSE Energy Mix and Consumption
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http://pse.com/aboutpse/EnergySupply/Pages/Electric-Supply.aspx

https://pse.com/savingsandenergycenter/GreenPower/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/06/opinion/utility-embracing-wind-solar.html
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https://globenewswire.com/news-release/2017/11/13/1185524/0/en/Puget-Sound-Energy-Adopts-Primus-Power-Battery-Storage-System.html

https://www.ferc.gov/media/news-releases/2018/2018-1/02-15-18-E-1.asp#.WocKMOgbOH8

https://youtu.be/2b3ttqYDwF0

https://medium.com/@cH2ange/graham-cooley-we-need-long-term-large-scale-energy-storage-solutions-b30f79f11f54
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CENSE testimony for UTC hearing, Feb. 21 
 


I’m Don Marsh, president of CENSE, the Coalition of Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy. Since 


2014, CENSE has questioned the wisdom of two transmission projects PSE has proposed on the Eastside.  


The first project is the Lake Hills Transmission Line, which PSE wants to build on a beautiful, park-like 


urban boulevard that was intentionally designed to be free of poles and wires.  Citizens donated over 


$15,000 to hire an industry expert to show how automated switches and sensors could provide better 


year-round reliability and less environmental damage than the proposed transmission line. But PSE 


blocked the study by refusing to share circuit data with our expert.  PSE never studied any alternative to 


improve reliability, failing to meet expected IRP standards. 


The second project is Energize Eastside, an 18-mile transmission line through four Eastside cities.  CENSE 


believes grid storage batteries could provide better reliability at a fraction of the cost, and reduce 


greenhouse gases. PSE defends a feasibility study of batteries it did some years ago.  But that study is 


obsolete, using data from 2014, when batteries were immature and expensive. For example, the study 


didn’t analyze flow batteries.  PSE recently found the long service life of flow batteries makes them 


economically attractive compared to other kinds of batteries. 


The only way we can understand the true potential of a battery solution for Energize Eastside is for PSE 


to solicit competitive bids from battery manufacturers.   


Ratepayers ask the Commission to require transmission projects to include credible studies of smart 
alternatives. Otherwise these projects risk being found imprudent in future rate case hearings. 
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PSE Energy Mix and Consumption

mailto:info@CENSE.org
http://pse.com/aboutpse/EnergySupply/Pages/Electric-Supply.aspx
https://pse.com/savingsandenergycenter/GreenPower/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/06/opinion/utility-embracing-wind-solar.html


12819 SE 38th Street #294 • Bellevue, WA 98006 • info@CENSE.org

mailto:info@CENSE.org
https://globenewswire.com/news-release/2017/11/13/1185524/0/en/Puget-Sound-Energy-Adopts-Primus-Power-Battery-Storage-System.html
https://www.ferc.gov/media/news-releases/2018/2018-1/02-15-18-E-1.asp#.WocKMOgbOH8
https://youtu.be/2b3ttqYDwF0
https://medium.com/@cH2ange/graham-cooley-we-need-long-term-large-scale-energy-storage-solutions-b30f79f11f54


12819 SE 38th Street #294 • Bellevue, WA 98006 • info@CENSE.org

mailto:info@CENSE.org
https://www.utc.wa.gov/_layouts/15/CasesPublicWebsite/GetDocument.ashx?docID=237&year=2016&docketNumber=161024


 

 

CENSE testimony for UTC hearing, Feb. 21 
 

I’m Don Marsh, president of CENSE, the Coalition of Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy. Since 

2014, CENSE has questioned the wisdom of two transmission projects PSE has proposed on the Eastside.  

The first project is the Lake Hills Transmission Line, which PSE wants to build on a beautiful, park-like 

urban boulevard that was intentionally designed to be free of poles and wires.  Citizens donated over 

$15,000 to hire an industry expert to show how automated switches and sensors could provide better 

year-round reliability and less environmental damage than the proposed transmission line. But PSE 

blocked the study by refusing to share circuit data with our expert.  PSE never studied any alternative to 

improve reliability, failing to meet expected IRP standards. 

The second project is Energize Eastside, an 18-mile transmission line through four Eastside cities.  CENSE 

believes grid storage batteries could provide better reliability at a fraction of the cost, and reduce 

greenhouse gases. PSE defends a feasibility study of batteries it did some years ago.  But that study is 

obsolete, using data from 2014, when batteries were immature and expensive. For example, the study 

didn’t analyze flow batteries.  PSE recently found the long service life of flow batteries makes them 

economically attractive compared to other kinds of batteries. 

The only way we can understand the true potential of a battery solution for Energize Eastside is for PSE 

to solicit competitive bids from battery manufacturers.   

Ratepayers ask the Commission to require transmission projects to include credible studies of smart 
alternatives. Otherwise these projects risk being found imprudent in future rate case hearings. 
 

 


