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1. On October 6, 2003, the Commission issued its Fourth Supplemental Order; Approving, in Part, and Rejecting in Part Settlement Agreement; Authorizing Compliance Filing (Fourth Supplemental Order) in the Natural Gas Benchmark Mechanism proceeding, Docket No. UG-021584.

2. At paragraphs 12 and 13, page 6, of the Fourth Supplemental Order, the Commission approved the settlement agreement filed by the parties except for section 2B.  The Commission rejected section 2B.  Section 2B provides that should a consensus not be reached among the parties, Avista would be precluded from filing the same type of mechanism for a period of two years after the March 31, 2005 expiration of the Mechanism adopted in the settlement agreement.

3. Paragraph 14 of the Fourth Supplemental Order directs each party “to file with the Commission a statement of whether they accept the Commission’s partial approval of the settlement agreement” within seven days of the date of the Fourth Supplemental Order.

4. In response to paragraph 14, Avista Utilities accepts the Commission’s partial approval of the settlement agreement.  Avista Utilities agrees to withdraw section 2B of the agreement.  Upon acceptance by other parties and in compliance with the Fourth Supplemental Order, Avista Utilities would file a new tariff with an effective date of December 1, 2003.



Dated at Spokane, Washington this 7th day of October 2003.
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