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Excerpt from the November 8, 2013 Governance and Public Affairs 
Committee meeting minutes. 

Public Affairs Update 
Mr. Simon then asked Ms. Odell and Mr. Bussey to provide an update regarding the 
Company’s government affairs and public policy activities.  Ms. Odell discussed the 
2013 key state and federal elections impacting Puget Sound Energy.  She advised the 
City of Buckley voted to approve the sale of its natural gas system to Puget Sound 
Energy.  Ms. Odell advised the sale adds 1,400 new customers and gives PSE a 
strategic foothold for growth in a region with an increasing population. 

Mr. Bussey advised that on December 4 PSE will be rolling out its “Energize Eastside” 
campaign to communicate the upgrades needed for PSE’s electric infrastructure to 
prepare for decades of growth on the Eastside.  He discussed PSE’s talking points, 
Eastside stakeholder outreach events, and described the Eastside 230 Project.   

After their report, Ms. Odell and Mr. Bussey left the meeting. 
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January 22, 2014 Puget Sound Energy minute excerpt 
 
 
 

THE EASTSIDE 230 PROJECT 

Ms. Hopkins, Ms. Gilbertson and Mr. Bussey then led a discussion on the Energize Eastside 

project.  They advised the Energize Eastside project is a large multi-year project to add a new 

transmission line that is needed to serve PSE customers.  The funds required for the project 

have been included in the 2014 Budget and 2014-2018 Business Plan.  They discussed the 

need for the project, potential financial impact, risks, and company strategy. A copy of the 

Energize Eastside project presentation and pre-reading materials are filed with the records of 

the meeting. 
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#*

#*

#*

#* Richards
Creek

§̈¦405

VU520

§̈¦405

§̈¦90

SR 900

SR 169

Beaux
Arts

Bellevue

Clyde
Hill

Hunts
Point

Issaquah

Medina

Mercer
Island

Newcastle

Redmond

Redmond

Renton

Renton

Sammamish

Tukwila

Yarrow
Point

Lakeside

Sammamish

Talbot
Hill

Lake
Sammamish

Lake
Washington

Soos Creek
Park and

Trail

Cougar Mountain
Regional

Wildland Park

Marymoor
ParkBridle

Trails
State Park

Squak
Mountain

State Park

Cougar/Squak
Corridor

Lake
Sammamish
State Park

Energize Eastside project route Overview
The project will add a new substation 
and upgrade existing transmission 
lines between Redmond and Renton 
to support growth in east King County 
while providing greater reliability.

Regional growth
By 2040, the residential population of east King 
County (the “Eastside”) is forecasted to grow by 
33% and employment is forecasted to grow by 70%.

Electric system constraints
The electric transmission system serving the 
Eastside was first built in the 1930s and last 
upgraded in the 1960s. Recent growth studies 
project that electric demand from Eastside residents 
and businesses will exceed PSE’s ability to supply 
dependable power during times of peak demand as 
early as 2018.

Multiple options considered
PSE and industry experts have looked at many ways 
to solve the Eastside’s electric delivery problem, 
including options like batteries, solar, conservation 
and new infrastructure. In addition, various route 
alternatives were studied. PSE has and continues to 
engage the community on the project.

Next steps
PSE filed permits for the selected route from the 
existing Lakeside substation south to the Talbot Hill 
substation. Construction is planned for 2019-2020. 
Plans envision a 16 mile transmission line with cost 
estimated at $300 million.

Existing
substation

New
substation

Final route and 
existing corridor
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