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BEFORE THE WASHI NGTON UTI LI TI ES AND TRANSPORTATI ON

COWM SSI ON
THE WASHI NGTON UTILI TIES AND )
TRANSPORTATI ON COWM SSI ON, )
)
Conpl ai nant, )
)
VS. ) DOCKET NO. UE-011595

) Vol une No. [11

AVI STA CORPORATI ON d/ b/ a ) Pages 133-144
AVI STA UTI LI Tl ES, )
)
Respondent . )

A prehearing conference in the above matter
was held on June 11, 2002, at 1:42 p.m, at 1300 South
Evergreen Park Drive Southwest, O ynpia, Wshington,

before Administrative Law Judge DENNI' S MOSS.

The parties were present as follows:

THE WASHI NGTON UTI LI TI ES AND TRANSPORTATI ON
COW SSI ON, by JONATHAN THOWPSON, Assistant Attorney
General, and DONALD T. TROTTER, Senior Assistant
Attorney Ceneral, 1400 South Evergreen Park Drive
Sout hwest, Post Office Box 40128, O ynpia, Washington
98504.

THE PUBLI C, by ROBERT W CROWELL, JR.,
Assi stant Attorney General (via bridge line), 900
Fourth Avenue, Suite 2000, Seattle, Washington
98164-1012.

AVI STA CORPORATI ON, by DAVID J. MEYER,
General Counsel (via bridge line), East 1411 M ssion
Avenue, Spokane, Washington 99202.

| NDUSTRI AL CUSTOMERS OF NORTHWEST UTI LI TI ES,
by S. BRADLEY VAN CLEVE, Attorney at Law, Davison
Van Cl eve, 1000 Sout hwest Broadway, Suite 2460,
Portl and, Oregon 97205.
Kathryn T. W/l son, CCR, Court Reporter
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PROCEEDI NGS

JUDGE MOSS: Good afternoon everyone. W
are convened for our prehearing conference in
antici pation and preparation of our settlenent hearing
in the matter styled Washington Utilities and
Transportati on Commi ssi on agai nst Avi sta Corporation
doi ng business as Avista Uilities, Docket No.

UE- 011595.

Qur principle business today is to get our
case arranged for hearing tonorrow norning, so let's
just go ahead and take the appearances, and | did allow
for appearances by tel ephone, and | understand the
Conpany representatives are on the tel ephone conference
line. M. Myer, are you there?

MR, MEYERS: Thank you for your
accomodati on. For Avista, David Meyer. The other
details are previously in the record in this docket.

JUDGE MOSS: We can go with the short form
t oday.

MR. VAN CLEVE: Brad Van Cleve for the
I ndustrial Custoners of Northwest Utilities.

MR. CROWELL: Robert Crommell for Public
Counsel

MR, THOMPSON: Jonat han Thonpson and Don
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Trotter for Conm ssion staff.

JUDGE MOSS: You all may have sone additiona
busi ness for ne today, but what | have as the first
order of business is to | ook at our exhibit Iist and
see if we have all the exhibits, and I think this is
sufficiently brief that we can probably just go ahead
and do it on the record.

I have a copy of the settlenent stipulation
that was filed, and we would make that a Bench exhibit
and give that the No. 10 for purposes of this
proceedi ng, and | can furnish a copy of the exhibit
list for everyone, and | apologize. | didn't bring
extra copies with ne, but it's only got four exhibits
on it for the nonent.

The next exhibit is a reserved No. 11 for
Publi ¢ Counsel's use insofar as Public Counsel may wi sh
to put on the record any witten conments received from
menbers of the public.

MR, MEYERS: Your Honor, does your version of
Exhi bit 10 have the Attachment 1 attached?

JUDGE MOSS: Yes, it does. So No. 11 is
reserved for Public Counsel. Actually, M. Crommell, |
shoul d ask you. | was not presiding |last evening in
Spokane. Did you make any witten public comments from

the public part of the record |ast evening?
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MR. CROWELL: Your Honor, we did not do so
formally | ast evening. ALJ Mace announced that cl ose
of business today woul d be the end of the public
conment period and encouraged those attending if they

wi shed to file a witten comment to do so by fax or

e-mail. W have received sone here that |'ve been
gathering. W sent sone down to Ms. Hansen, | believe,
yesterday norning. |'ve received a few nore since

t hen.

What | would anticipate doing is bringing
those with nme tonorrow norning, and then perhaps with
t he understandi ng of the parties that if we get
sonmet hing here that cones in the mail that | didn't
have a chance to bring down with nme, then those could
be a supplenent to the exhibit. | think the idea was
that we need to accept comrents through the end of
t oday.

JUDGE MOSS: Okay. We'll follow that plan.
In addition to the two exhibits I've identified, |'ve
identified as No. 12 the prepared statenent by Kelly O
Norwood, and as No. 13, the prepared statenent of Jon
El i assen for Avista, and | assumed, M. Meyer, that you
did want to make those exhibits of record. That is the
Bench' s preference.

MR. MEYERS: That is correct.
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1 JUDGE MOSS: Are there any other exhibits

2 that parties wish to have presented as part of our

3 record that they are aware of at this tine?

4 MR. THOWPSON: | think we would ask that our
5 menor andum of Conmi ssion staff explaining the

6 settl enent stipulation be made an exhibit.

7 JUDGE MOSS: Let's talk about that for a

8 second. In the interim phase of this proceeding, |

9 believe it was, we had a sinilar nmenorandumin support,
10 and | think | made the observation in that proceeding,
11 and I will meke it now, that of course the nenorandum
12 wi th Counsel signature is argunent, and that's fine,
13 and we don't make that an exhibit, but in the interim
14 proceedi ng, what | did was inquire of the Staff

15 Wi t nesses whether with respect to the factua

16 statements contained in the menorandum they would

17 adopt it as their testinony, and then we would have it
18 of record as support for factual assertions.

19 I would go so far as to say that would be ny
20 preference to do that again, and |l et ne ask whether you
21 bel i eve your witnesses or one of your witnesses would
22 be willing to subscribe to that in that fashion
23 MR, THOWMPSON:. | believe they would. Should
24 we reserve a nunber for it?

25 JUDGE MOSS: Let's go ahead and mark it 14,
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and we' Il have it either way, but for convenience,
we'll nake it a formal exhibit for purposes of the
record, and that will be very hel pful. Any other
exhi bits?

MR. MEYERS: No. Oher than to confirmthat
t he one-page schematic attached to M. Norwood's
testinmony is deened part of that sane Exhibit No. 12.

JUDGE MOSS: | don't seemto have that. Ws
that sent as part of the courtesy copy that | got
through e-mail, M. Meyer?

MR, MEYERS: |'Ill bet it was not part of
e-mail. It wouldn't e-mail all that well. It was a
col ored schematic, a one-page item and |I'm sure the
hard copies have that attached, so | would want to meke
sure the official record has that hard-copy col ored
version of this. |It's called "AVA general rate case
time line."

JUDGE MOSS: Were these documents actual ly
filed here at the Conmi ssion?

MR. MEYERS: Yes.

JUDGE MOSS: | can get that fromthe records
center. I'msinmply working off the courtesy copies you
sent nme, which is why I was nmonentarily confused, but
that would be a part of Exhibit 12 along with the

narrative statenment.
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MR, MEYERS: Thank you.

JUDGE MOSS: Any other exhibits, M. Van
Cl eve, any for | CNU?

MR. VAN CLEVE: No, Your Honor.

MR. MEYERS: Your Honor, in going over the
Bench requests, we would anticipate having an exhibit
consi sting of we don't know how nmany pages yet because
it hasn't been prepared, but it's in response to Itens
3, 4, 5, and nmy thinking is it would be an exhibit with
nmul tipl e pages, so | wanted to forewarn you, and we can
mark it tonmorrow or mark it today, whichever is
required.

JUDGE MOSS: The volune of material that we
have here is sufficiently light so that |I'm not

concerned about marking exhibits at hearing, so bring

that al ong, and of course you will want to bring
multiple copies. W will need six for the Bench, and
then of course, the parties will need copies as well

MR, MEYERS: Whuld you like us to separately
file that with the secretary as well?

JUDGE MOSS: That's not necessary. W can
make it part of the record, assum ng no objection, and
it will get into the records center in that fashion.

MR, MEYERS: Thank you.

JUDGE MOSS: The Bench requests did call for
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1 oral responses. It was sort of a heads-up to the

2 parti es about sone of the topical areas that the

3 Commi ssion wishes to inquire into, so let nme say in

4 that connection in terns of our process, we do

5 antici pate making a topical inquiry.

6 We will probably also go through the

7 settl enent agreenent page by page, as you all are

8 accustoned to from some of our proceedi ngs over the

9 past couple of years, and that's our plan. Since there
10 is no opposition to the settlenent, the inquiry will be
11 principally fromthe Bench, and | et ne ask, does

12 anybody plan to have an opening statenent by Counsel ?

13 MR. MEYERS: Not from Avista.

14 MR. CROWELL: Not from Public Counsel

15 MR. THOMPSON: Not from Staff either.

16 JUDGE MOSS: So we'll just launch right in
17 and get our panel sworn. In ternms of w tnesses, we

18 have M. Norwood, M. Eliassen for the Conpany. Did I
19 remenber correctly you sent ne an e-mail, M. Crommell,

20 that Ms. Kinball was going to be your w tness?

21 MR, CROWELL: Correct.
22 JUDGE MOSS: |ICNU s witness?
23 MR. VAN CLEVE: Yes, Your Honor

24 M. Schoenbeck

25 JUDGE MOSS: And for Staff, we will have
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1 whont?
2 MR, THOMPSON: For Staff, M. Ken Elgin, and
3 al so Al an Buckl ey and Tom Schooley will be avail abl e,

4 but the primary witness woul d be Ken Elgin

5 MR. MEYERS: Your Honor, in terms of the

6 order of presentation, and this takes us into your set
7 of Bench requests, before you arrived, there was a

8 col l oquy anong the parties that ascribed the effort to
9 coordi nate a response to the various itenms, and the
10 Conpany and Staff visited about that and have divided
11 themup just to nake sure they are covered. By nho

12 means do we nean to forecl ose other coments by other
13 parties, but having said that, it was our plan, as wel
14 as the Conpany and | believe Staff as well, that we
15 woul d provide a brief opening statenent by the

16 W t nesses consistent with the prepared statenent that
17 is marked as an exhibit, and then each w tness woul d
18 proceed to answer a set or subset of Bench requests.
19 For exanple, Kelly after his remarks then
20 woul d directly address the various items under the

21 energy recovery nechanismrather than wait until sone
22 | ater point, and then | believe Staff, after what

23 prepared remarks they woul d have, would then respond to
24 the remaining itens on the Bench request. So all of

25 that is by way of suggesting that perhaps if the
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Conmpany went first, Staff went second, we would make
sure that at |least at the outset, we've covered al
items.

JUDGE MOSS: | certainly have no difficulty

with you all having arranged anong yourselves a

di vision of labor in terns of response. | want to
reserve on the exact procedure that we will follow
Since we will have the Commi ssioners on the Bench,

certainly want to give themthe opportunity to have
some say as to how the material is presented so that it
woul d be nost useful to them but we can certainly have
openi ng statenments by the witnesses as we did in the
i nteri mphase, and then in ternms of the responses to
the specific Bench questions, we may proceed in the
fashi on you suggest, or if the Conm ssioners have sone
strong preference for another process, we can adopt
that. | think we will have plenty of time to work out
t hose details.

MR, MEYERS: All right.

JUDGE MOSS: | believe that's all the
busi ness | have for you all today. Do the parties have
anyt hing further for me?

MR, CROWELL: 9:30 tonorrow norni ng?

JUDGE MOSS: Yes. 9:30 is the appointed

hour, or was it nine o' clock? M. Elginis correcting
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1 is. | think it's nine o' clock. Yes, nine o'clock.

2 Let's start at nine, and that will give us a little

3 extra time before the noon hour.

4 MR. MEYERS: Thank you all.

5 JUDGE MOSS: Thank you very much. We will be
6 of f the record.

7 (Prehearing concluded at 1:58 p.m)
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