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BEFORE THE WASHI NGTON UTI LI TI ES AND
TRANSPORTATI ON COVM SSI ON

In the Matter of the Petition )

of Avista Utilities for ) Docket No. UG 021584
Extensi on of the Natural Gas ) Volunme |11

Benchmar k Mechani sm ) Pages 53 to 57

)

A hearing in the above natter was held on
Sept enber 22, 2003, from9:45 a.mto 4:55 p.m, at 1300
Sout h Evergreen Park Drive Sout hwest, Room 206, O ynpi a,
Washi ngton, before Adm nistrative Law Judge THEODORA
MACE and Chai rwoman MARILYN SHOMALTER and Conmi ssi oner

PATRICK J. OSHI E.

The parties were present as follows:

THE COWMM SSI ON, by DONALD T. TROTTER, Seni or
Assi stant Attorney General, 1400 South Evergreen Park
Drive Sout hwest, O ynpia, Washi ngton 98504-0128,
Tel ephone (360) 664-1189, Fax (360) 586-5522, E-mil
dtrotter @wt c. wa. gov.

AVI STA CORPORATI ON, by DAVID J. MEYER,
General Counsel, East 1411 M ssion Avenue, Spokane,
Washi ngt on, 99220, Tel ephone (509) 495-4316, Fax (509)
495- 4361, E-mail dneyer @vi stacorp.com

THE PUBLI C, by ROBERT W CROWELL, JR.,
Assi stant Attorney General, 900 Fourth Avenue, Suite
2000, Seattle, Washington, 98164-1012, Tel ephone (206)
464- 6595, Fax (206) 389-2058, E-Muil
robertcl@tg. wa. gov.

Joan E. Kinn, CCR, RPR
Court Reporter
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PROCEEDI NGS

JUDGE MACE: Let's go on the record in Docket
Nurmber UG- 021584. This is the Avista Benchmark
proceeding. M nane is Theodora Mace, |'mthe
Admi ni strative Law Judge who has been assigned to hear
this case. The date is Septenber 22nd, 2003, and we are
convened at the offices of the Washington Uilities and
Transportation Commission in Oynpia, Washington. This
is the first day we have scheduled for a two day
evi dentiary hearing.

It appears that the parties -- well, let ne
ask the parties to enter their appearances for the
record, just the short form

MR, MEYER: Thank you, Your Honor, David
Meyer on behal f of Avista.

MR. CROWELL: Robert Crommel |l on behal f of
Publ i ¢ Counsel .

MR. TROTTER: Donald T. Trotter, Assistant
Attorney Ceneral for the Conmi ssion.

JUDGE MACE: Thank you.

The parties have had sonme di scussi ons about
settlenent of this case, and at this point we are going
to adjourn while I try to contact sonmeone from ALD who
may be able to facilitate discussions this norning and

see where the parties can get to fromthere.
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If all fails, we will go ahead with the
heari ng then today and tonorrow and acconmpdate the
schedul e of the Attorney Ceneral's witness who i s now
flying in so that she could be cross-exam ned. Again,
t he Comm ssioners may have to weigh in on that, but |
believe that that would be a reasonable thing to do.

So |l will at this point adjourn indefinitely
while | contact Judge Wallis and see whether he is
avai | abl e or soneone can be avail able to conduct sone
di scussions with the parties.

(Recess taken.)

JUDGE MACE: Let's be back on the record in
Docket Nunber UG 021584. The conmi ssioners are here
with me this norning, Chairwoman Showal ter and
Conmi ssi oner Gshie, pardon ne, this afternoon,

Chai rwoman Showal ter and Commi ssioner Oshie, and |
understand the parties have spent the day di scussing
settlenent of this matter and have an announcenent to

make at this point. M understanding also is that

M. Trotter will be the one to make that announcenent,
so will you go ahead.
MR. TROTTER: Yes, Your Honor. | would

report that the parties have been able to reach an
agreenent in principle that would resolve this docket.

We do not have that agreenent in witing, but we have it
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in our notes, and we're going to spend the eveni ng and
early part of tonmorrow norning getting it into witing.
It's not an overly conplicated thing to wite up anyway,
and so we're confident we can get you a draft tonorrow
nmorning. We're shooting for no later than noon, but I'm
hopeful we can hanmer it out before then. [|I'mcommtted
to circulating copies tonight of a draft that has yet to
be started. And then we had anticipated com ng back
tomorrow afternoon at 3:30 to hear any questions or
concerns you have, and the wi tnesses would be avail able
to respond to questions at that tinme. | think that's
about it.

JUDGE MACE: Anyone have anything to add to

t hat ?

Woul d you have a witness panel

MR. TROTTER: |If desired, that's fine for
Staff.

MR. CROWELL: This is Robert Crommell on
behal f of Public Counsel. M. Elder is here, we would
be willing and able to have her be part of a settlenent
panel presenting the settlenment that we will have

finalized tonorrow if that's your desire.
CHAl RMOVAN SHOWALTER: Wel |, since we haven't
seen the agreenent, it's hard for us to know, but |

think if it's not too inconvenient for the parties to
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remain, that's probably safer to do.

Well, I will just say we haven't seen the
agreenent, because it doesn't exist in witing yet, but
| really do appreciate all of the work that you nust
have put into today in order to get to your
announcenent, so regardless of the content of the
agreenent, congratul ations on achieving it, and | | ook
forward to reading it.

JUDGE MACE: Then we are adjourned until --
do you have sonething el se, M. Meyer?

MS. MEYER: No, | don't, thank you.

JUDGE MACE: All right, then we are adjourned
until 3:30 tonorrow. Thank you.

(Hearing adjourned at 4:55 p.m)



