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LIST OF STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REPAIRS, CHANGES 
OR OTHER IMPROVEMENTS  PSE SHOULD MAKE 
RECOMMENDATION NO. 1:


The Commission should order PSE to: 
a)
Develop an inventory of properties with similar vintage of construction.  The inventory should include residential and commercial construction more than 5 years prior to the application of impressed current cathodic protection for corrosion control. 

b) Assess the condition of the systems in a manner similar to that used at Spiritridge: increased leak surveys, detailed cathodic protection surveys with direct examinations of positive and negative indications, and scrutiny and analysis of the details of cathodic protection data).  

c) Prioritize the areas for additional monitoring, and create a plan for rehabilitation and eventual replacement of the aging portions of their distribution system. 
d) Increase leak monitoring activities during period PSE is in the inventory, assessment and prioritization process.  In particular, gas leak surveys on distribution systems from the same vintage and era of construction should conducted annually, and services should be targeted in the surveys since this is where the people live. 

e)
Continue to use DCVG and CIS methods.  Although they are not perfect, they constitute the industry standard for indirect assessment of pipeline condition.  Expanded application DCVG and CIS, coupled with leak surveys, and a full evaluation of other data from an area, can reduce the likelihood of another explosion.  As with the leak surveys, services should be a focus of the assessment methods because these services are the facilities that bring the hazard to the people.
RECOMMENDATION NO. 2:


The Commission should require PSE to change its Operating Manual to initiate remediation without undue delay, after a zero or positive voltage cathodic protection reading is taken;

RECOMMENDATION NO. 3:


The Commission should require PSE to amend its Operating Manual to: 

a)
include a standardized process for taking pipe to soil 
potential measurements; 

b)
include specific provisions describing the significance of “zero” voltage cathodic protection readings using analog devices, and on the significance of positive voltage cathodic protection readings using digital devices; and 

c)
indicate that 
remedial action must be initiated without undue delay when such readings are taken.  


PSE should also be required to train its employees regarding these items.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 4:


The Commission should require PSE to secure its rectifiers against unauthorized access, and to maintain a log showing when each rectifier is accessed and what was done;

RECOMMENDATION NO. 5:


The Commission should relieve PSE from the requirements of Order No. 1 regarding leak repair and leak regrades, because new Commission rules now provide adequate protection.  The Commission should change the requirement of Order No. 1, that PSE perform leak surveys in the area served by the rectifier, from the current monthly interval to annually.
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