AQUAEXPRESS

LOCAL ROOTS

Agua Express, L.L.C. is the partnership
of the following locally operated institu-
tions:

Argosy Cruises, a family-owned company,
has been operating in Seattle for 55 years.

Clipper Navigation, Inc., also a family-
owned business, has been operating in
Seattle for over 18 years.

Four Seasons Marine Services, Alaska’s
largest private passenger ferry operator
has offices in Poulsbo, WA,

Nichols Brothers Boat Builders, anirdustry
leader in high-speed catamaran building
also peforms conversions, maintenance
and repairs on vessels af its Whidbey
Island, WA yard.

COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY
Aqua Express has been working closely
with the community since 1992 to pro-
vide a meaningful passenger and com-
muter service. We have provided educa-
tional excursions to the Olympic
Peninsula and fomiliarzation trips to
Seattle and Kitsap County.

PLEASE ATTEND THE PUBLIC MEETING TO VOICE YOUR

SUPPORT FOR PASSENGER-ONLY SERVICE.

When: Thursday, July 1, 2004, 1:30-2:30 pm or from 6-9 pm
Where: Kingston Junior High, 9000 NE West Kingston Rd., Kingston, WA 98346

Quick and comfortable passenger-only
ferry service between Seattle and the
Kingston/North Kitsap area.

WWWw.aqua-express.com
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Chris Endresen
DISTRICT 1

Jan Angel
DISTRICT 2

Patty Lent
DISTRICT 3

Malcolm Fleming
County Administrator

KITSAP COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

July 1, 2004

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
1300 South Evergreen Park Drive SW
Olympia, Washington 98504-7250

Dear Commissioners:

I have been commissioner for eight years in Kitsap County and each of those years have
worked to bring Passenger Ferry Service from Kingston to Seattle. Our community has
sponsored demonstration runs, we have lobbied in Olympia, had rallies in Olympia and
been successful in convincing the legislature of the need for this service more than once.

The legislator committed to POF operated by the Washington State Ferries. This service
was funded until Initiative 695 passed and the finance vehicle was eliminated. We were
successful with the legislature a second time and they included POF service in
Referendum 51. The voters decided against that transportation package and we were
again without service. For the third time, the community convinced the legislature that
POF was a needed service and they crafted legislation that would allow Kitsap Transit to
operate the service. Kitsap Transit operations depended on a proposition to raise the sales
tax in Kitsap County but many of our voters felt the cost of this service should not be
born solely by the taxpayers of Kitsap County and that ballot issue failed.

The service is still needed and I ask you to grant the franchise with Aqua Express for this
important service.

Having this direct service from Kingston to Seattle will have positive effects throughout
our county. It will reduce traffic on Highway 305 by reducing the number of people who
currently commute to Bainbridge Island to catch the ferry to Seattle. It will relieve
parking on Bainbridge Island. It will enhance the quality of life for our commuting
residents by reducing their travel time and giving them direct access.

This service will compliment the existing car boat schedules and combined with the
Bremerton service, will help reduce traffic congestion through Poulsbo.

The last point I would like to make is about the broader implications of this service. The
Puget Sound Passenger Ferry Coalition is a group of elected officials, union officials, and
private sector businesses who work with the Cascadia Project of the Discovery Institute.
Our work includes encouraging passenger ferry service throughout Puget Sound as an
integral part of a multi-modal system to encourage economic development, expand jobs
in the maritime trades industry, to support federal initiatives to enhance the role of ferries
in our transportation system.

614 Division Street, MS-4 » Port Orchard, Washington 98366-4676 » (360) 337-7146 « FAX (360) 337-4632
Email: commissioner@co.kitsap.wa.us - From: Olalla (253) 851-4147 « Bainbridge Island (206) 842-2061






The success of this private/public partnership for this service could very well serve as a
model for other jurisdictions in the Puget Sound area.

I strongly urge you to approve the franchise with Aqua Express for the Kingston to
Seattle passenger ferry service.

Sincerely,

is Endresen,
County Commissioner

CE: kkb
G:\COM\DATADistrict 1\Letters\2004\WUTC.doc






I wish to testify that I am opposed to the private passenger foot ferry serving Kingston to

Seattle.

My reasons to this opposition are as follows:

1.

As a commuter for sixteen years from Kingston to Seattle, I feel that this
endeavor will not succeed in furnishing sufficient service needed for the working
commuter as far as the number of daily trips and at a reasonable cost. Many times
in my working career I was required to work overtime thereby missing my normal
ferry trip. The Washington Ferry Service provides enough runs both in the
morning and evening times so that there was never a problem getting back home
before or after peak rush times. Also if an emergency occurs during the day and
one is dependent on gettmg back home would the foot ferry be running at off peak
hours?

I feel that this scheme is being promoted by local business and government solely
to entice more citizens to move into the Kingston community thereby increasing
home buying and home building. County government has not kept up with the
infrastructure needed to accommodate a spurt in population growth. Our roads,
parking facilities, schools etc. are overburden already with the present population
growth.

I feel that if WSF was given the proper funding by the legislators it could once
again address POF with better designed and more economical boats. The facilities
for POF are already in place in Bremerton and could be less costly to build in
Kingston and Southworth because much time and money has already been spent
by WSF in design studies to provide POF service to both communities.

Thank you for your time

Dagld O. Schwab

i O Ftowd






THE GREATER KINGSTON COMMUNITY

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
P.O. Box 78 * Kingston, WA 98346 ¢ (360) 297-3813 « http://www.kingstonwa.com

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
P.O. Box 47250
Olympia, Washington 98504-7250

Dear Utilities and Transportation Commissioners,

I write to you on behalf of the Greater Area Kingston Chamber of Commerce. As a Kingston resident,
small business owner, and 2004 Chamber President I have followed the ferry issue in Kingston for more
then 25 years. I have personally been involved with the Kingston Chamber’s taskforce “Ferry
Committee” for over 13 years. The Chamber, as a local community organization, recognized and
understood the importance of passenger only ferries over a decade ago. Today as a Chamber; we are
asking you as Commissioners, to support our mission for a growing community with a strong economic
base and benefits available through the privatization of passenger only ferry service to Kingston.

The challenge for Kitsap County has always been transportation. Can we find ways to develop a
revitalized transportation system with clearer long-range goals, more innovative financing and
management, better technology to smooth or reduce traffic, closer coordination of various modes of
transportation (cars, buses, transit, ferries); and a more satisfactory concern for the environment and
growth management? The Kingston Chamber believes we can; and the solution will begin with you as
Utilities and Transportation Commissioners approving application BO7273 from Aqua Express with quick
and decisive action. 9

Throughout the history of our local Chamber we have watched state legislation pass and fail regarding
ferry service to our small town, resulting in “NO” passenger only ferry service. We have watched friends
and family struggle with the availability of medical care, the rising cost of gas, continual increases for
auto ferry passage, and following 9/11 the true awareness of just how isolated we are as a community
here in Kingston. Across the country communities are embracing passenger only ferry systems as an
entracle piece in their long range homeland security plans. The Chamber believes that a partnership
between private enterprise and public agencies affords the same security measures for both the Kitsap and
Olympic Peninsulas. The key to that successful partnership is approval from this board for application
request made by Aqua Express. (application B07273).

The approval of application B07273 from Aqua Express will provide reliable service between Kingston
and Seattle shortening commutes. It will decrease the congestion of SR 305, improving not only the
business climate but addressing highway safety issues as well. The Greater Area Kingston Chamber has
formal given support to Aqua Express as well as Kitsap Transit in all matters related to potential serves of
passenger only ferries from Kingston to Seattle and we ask you to approve the application before you on
this matter as we believe it holds countless benefits for Kingston, Kitsap County, and all of the Puget

Sound.
Sincerely,

Tom Waggoner,
President

Greater Area Kingston Chamber of Commerce







BREMERTON
CHAMBER

P.O. Box 229
301 Pacific

Bremerton, WA 98337

A Stronger
Chamber
Equals
A Stronger

Commumnity

Bremerton Area
Chamber of Commerce

PH: (360) 479-3579
FAX: (360) 479-1033

email: chamber@
bremertonchamber.org

Web Page:
www.bremertonchamber.org

July 1, 2004

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
1300 South Evergreen Park Drive SW

P.O. Box 47250

Olympia WA 98504-7250

Dear UTC Commissioners,

The Bremerton Area Chamber of Commerce is in strong support of
passenger-only ferry service.

We are especially pleased with the proposal to provide service between
Kingston and Seattle and encourage to you support Application B079273,
Docket TS-040650 from Aqua Express, LLC.

Passenger-only ferry service is vital to the economic and quality of life
interests of Kitsap County. Our community currently has 90,000 people who
are employable yet only 75,000 jobs available locally. Passenger-only ferry
service provides access to jobs for thousands of families who would
otherwise be unable to find work on the Kitsap Peninsula.

Fast and reliable transportation is also key to attracting new companies to
Kitsap County. It would not only provide easy access to Seattle but also help
alleviate traffic congestion in the north end by diverting ferry commuters
from Bainbridge to Kingston.

Again, we encourage you to support the application for Kingston-Seattle

passenger-only ferry service.

S

incerely, —h

Silvia Klatman, IOM
Executive Director







BAINBRIDGE ISLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

July 1, 2004
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission

- P.0.Box 47250
1300 South: Evergreen Park Drive S.W. L.
Olympia, WA 98504-7250

Dear UTC Commissioners,

The Board of Directors of the Bainbridge Island (Chamber of Comnierce/strongly supports
the provision of passenger ferry service between Kingston and Seattle and we request that
you grant application B073%73 from Aqua Express with all alacrity. A
The BICC is pleased to see pr1vate enterprlse step up to the plate in a partnersh1p with
pubhc agencies to bring long-desired passenger ferry service to Kingston.

Reliable passenger ferry service between Kingston and Seattle will help Kifsap‘ County
attract new workers and new businesses, and expand the region’s economic reach, which
has been hamstrung by the lack of direct access to the state’ s biggest commercml center. -

In addition, having passenger ferry service frpm ngston to downtowr Seattle w111 -
potentially decrease congestion on SR 305 on Ba1nbr1dge Island, a move that will not only
*  help improve the 1sland’s business climate, but also the quahty of life of its re51dents
k [}
, Agani we strongly urge you to grant the appllcatlon for Klngston-Se’attle passenger ferry
service.

Sincere]y.

A

Kevin Dwyer
Executive Director o ‘

590 WINSLOW WAY-EAST BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, WASHINGTON 98110 T 206-842-3700
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”‘»v.‘v':'.{:'..-fJune 29, 2004 ’

e "‘.,-iWashmgton Utlhtles and Transportatron Comnnssron S

e 1300 South Evergreen Park Dnve SW
e Olympla WA 98504 7250 '

SRR Reference Appllcatron B079273 Docket TS 040650

ci ,Dear Commrssroners S

5 Aqua Express LLC R

PR {The Board of Drrectors of Port Orchard Chamber of Commerce whlch has a membershlpr.z, i

- }‘of 450; supports the apphcatlon of Aqua Express fora Commercral Ferry Pemut between' : f ' B ,"

g f“ngston and Seattle I urge you to approve thrs applxcatron

o »;;,\Passenger only ferry semce is: not only an 1mportant element of the Stat s transportatron a

network but is also a cntlcal lmk between KJtsap and Klng Countres ThlS servrce wrll
"K'have a drrect posrtrve 1mpact on the reglon s economy as whole ST Co

L The Washmgton State Leglslature has endorsed passenger only serv1ce for years and has
: ',,-recogmzed the need for the service between ngston and. Seattle.- TLast year the " R
. l’Leglslature made it clear that commercral ferry service was a. viable optlon for thls much IR
K {'needed route PIease act to ensure that th1s optlon is avarlable to us. L '

LU e 'S.ervmg South Kltsap Coun (‘«Y r
: ,,,:; 1014 Bay Street SUIte 8 s Port Orchard A98366 60) 876 3505
ST e T wwwportorchard com-






June 18, 2004

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
1300 South Evergreen Park Drive SW
Olympia, WA 98504-7250

Reference: Application B079273, Docket TS-040650, Aqua Express, LLC
Dear Commissioners,

I write to support the application of Aqua Express for a Commercial Ferry
Permit between Kingston and Seattle. I urge you to approve this application.

Passenger only ferry service is not only an important element of the State’s
transportation network but is also a critical link between Kitsap and King
Counties. This service will not only have a direct positive impact on me as a
ferry user but on the region’s economy as a whole.

The Washington State Legislature has endorsed passenger only service for years
and has recognized the need for the service between Kingston and Seattle. Last
year the Legislature made it clear that commercial ferry service was a viable
option for this much needed route. Please act to ensure that this option is
available to us.

Sincerely,

@WWWWL

'

Janet Kmmhgrgcy

Printed Name






ansportalon
Assoclanon of Kitsap

July 1, 2004

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
P.O. Box 47250
1300 South Evergreen Park Drive S.W.

Grant Griffin, Vice President Olympia, WA 98504-7250

Board of Directors

Beverly Kincaid, President

Joan Dingfield, Sec’y/Treas.  pe. Application B079273, Docket TS-040650, Aqua Express, LLC

Tim Botkin

Darrell Bryan Dear Commissioners;

Terry Dolan The Marine Transportation Association of Kitsap (MTAK) urges the Washington Utilities
Holly James and Transportation Commission to approve application B07273 from Aqua Express without
Bonnie McDade delay.

Matt Mullett MTAK is committed to rider-oriented passenger only ferry service between Kitsap County
Scott Rhodes and other ports on the Puget Sound. As a strong supporter of the voter measure last fall to

Len Roueche
Alice Tawresey
Sonny Woodward

Directors of Counsel

create a comprehensive passenger ferry service originating in Kitsap County, MTAK
recognizes that Kitsap residents rejected the property and motor vehicle excise tax funding
proposal but not the need for passenger ferry service. County residents believe that
passenger ferry service from Kingston is imperative for future economic development in
North Kitsap County, and that private operators are key to development of this service.

MTAK is pleased that private operators have stepped in to provide passenger ferry service

Ken Attebery op
Rav Deardorf from Kingston to Seattle. The joint development agreement that Aqua Express has entered
ay Deardo into with Kitsap Transit will ensure that this service is integrated with shore-side
Chris Endresen transportation systems and is responsive to county residents’ needs.
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] In addition to providing service on a highly desired new route directly to downtown Seattle
Cheryl Kincer from Kingston, MTAK believes that the proposed passenger ferry service between Kingston
Will Maupin and Seattle will improve the quality of life locally. It will alleviate overcrowding on major
arterials such as State Route 305 and allow other communities, such as Bainbridge Island
Sharon Shrader . .
and Poulsbo, to effectively manage economic development.
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Please grant application B079273 from Aqua Express and preserve transportation choices
for North Kitsap residents.
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