BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	In the Matter of

NORTHWEST NATURAL GAS NW NATURAL
Application for Approval of Corporate Reorganization to Create a Holding Company. 


	DOCKET UG-
MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER

(Expedited Treatment Requested)
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Pursuant to WAC 480-07-375, Northwest Natural Gas NW Natural (NW Natural), hereby moves for the entry of the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission’s (Commission) standard protective order in conjunction with NW Natural’s Application for Approval of Corporate Reorganization to Create a Holding Company filing dated February 10, 2017.  NW Natural’s representatives for purposes of the proceeding are:

	Zachary D. Kravitz

NW Natural

220 NW Second Avenue

Portland, OR  97209-3991

Telephone:  (503) 220-2379

Facsimile:  (503) 220-2584

Email: zdk@nwnatural.com
Mark R. Thompson

NW Natural

220 NW Second Ave

Portland, OR  97209-3991

Telephone:  (503) 721-2476

Facsimile:  (503) 220-2584

Email: markthompson@nwnatural.com

	Lisa Rackner

McDowell Rackner & Gibson PC

419 SW 11th Ave., Suite 400

Portland, OR 97205

Telephone: 503-595-3925

Facsimile: 503-595-3928

Email: dockets@mrg-law.com
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NW Natural respectfully requests, through this motion, that the Commission issue its standard protective order.
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On February 10, 2017, NW Natural filed its Application for Approval of Corporate Reorganization to Create a Holding Company.  NW Natural anticipates that discovery in this proceeding will include requests for proprietary business and financial information.  NW Natural will be exposed to competitive injury if it is forced to make unrestricted disclosure of its confidential business information.   This information is commercially sensitive and its public release or its use outside of this proceeding could harm NW Natural and its customers.
4

NW Natural respectfully requests that the Commission expeditiously enter its standard protective order before the prehearing conference so that NW Natural may upon request provide the confidential documents to all parties.  The entry of the Commission’s standard protective order will also facilitate the prompt commencement of discovery in this case.
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Wherefore, NW Natural respectfully requests that the Commission enter on an expedited basis the standard protective order for this proceeding.

DATED:
February 10, 2017.

Respectfully Submitted,



___________________________
Lisa Rackner


McDowell Rackner & Gibson PC

419 SW 11th Ave., Suite 400

Portland, OR 97205

Telephone: 503-595-3925
Facsimile: 503-595-3928

Email: dockets@mrg-law.com
Attorneys for 
Northwest Natural Gas Company


Northwest Natural Gas Company
Zachary Kravitz
Associate Counsel
220 NW Second Ave
Portland, OR 97209
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