Exhibit B
to the February 15, 2011 response letter from Meeker Southern Railroad’s attorney David L. Halinen to Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission, Attn:  Betty Young, Compliance Investigator, Transportation Safety
Meeker Southern’s explanation, including mitigating factors, of why the company commenced operational use of the new spur track prior to satisfying the conditions in the Commission’s Order 01 in Docket TR-100036.
I, James Forgette, the Operations Manager for Meeker Southern Railroad, hereby certify that the data and information in the following monthly rail car log spreadsheets are true and correct to my best knowledge and belief.






_____________________________






James Forgette               Date
	Reasons why Meeker Southern Railroad commenced operational use of the new spur track prior to satisfying the conditions in the Commission’s Order 01 in Docket TR-100036

	Reason and/or Mitigating Factor Number
	Reason and/or Mitigating Factor
	Comments

	1
	Meeker’s customer Sound Delivery Service had (and continues to have) a desperate need to have freight rail cars loaded at its new facility located at the east end of Meeker’s new spur track.

	

	2
	Without use of the new spur track, the freight cars would have had to have continued to be delivered via the main line track for unloading by Sound Delivery Service at Meeker’s long-time existing service siding along the north side of the main line track located approximately a quarter mile east of 134th Avenue East (at Meeker’s “East Puyallup Yard and Shops Facility”), a siding that is only accessible by motor vehicle from the south side of 80th Street East.

	

	3
	By the time that use of the new spur had begun, (a) the spur track and its bedding had been installed in accordance with the approved civil drawings and (b) substantial 134th Avenue NE road improvements had been made.  Even though all of the road improvements contemplated by the approved civil drawings had not been completed, the road improvements that had been made substantially enhanced the condition of the 134th Avenue East roadway at the crossing over the long-standing poor condition that existed prior to the spur track installation.

	

	4
	With the enhanced roadway condition of 134th and the ability to safely run all trains crossing along the spur track outside of 134th’s PM peak traffic hours (trains that were all 350 feet or less in length) at slow, safe speeds of approximately only 5 mph, in Meeker’s view overall safety to both the public and Sound Delivery’s workers was enhanced by using the spur track to deliver freight cars directly to the new Sound Delivery Site for unloading at Sound Delivery’s new loading dock rather than continuing to deliver those freight cars via the main line track for unloading by Sound Delivery Service at Meeker’s East Puyallup Yard and Shops Facility.
	Unloading by Sound Delivery Service at Meeker’s East Puyallup Yard and Shops Facility necessitated Sound Delivery’s forklifts (forklifts that were generally needed for use in Sound Delivery’s outside storage yard) being driven or trucked on surface streets through the 134th crossing in order to get to 80thStreet East to access that Facility.  Once the forklifts were there, the Sound Delivery forklift operators then had to unload the delivered freight cars and load the materials onto transport trucks for hauling back to the Sound Delivery yard.  

All of the Sound Delivery haul trucks picking up materials unloaded by the forklifts at Meeker’s East Puyallup Yard and Shops Facility would have had to continue to cross the public trail and be loaded by the forklifts.  
 


