BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	In the Matter of Penalty Assessment Against RYAN’S EXPRESS MOTORCOACH D/B/A RYAN’S EXPRESS MOTORCOACH A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION in the Amount of $100

	DOCKET TE-100276
DECLARATION OF

TINA LEIPSKI


I, TINA LEIPSKI, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington, declares as follows:

1. I am over 18 years of age, a citizen of the United States, a resident of the state of Washington, and competent to be a witness.

2. I am employed by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) as a Transportation Specialist 3 in the Licensing Services Section.  I have been employed at the Commission for 9 years as a Transportation Specialist.  As a Transportation Specialist, my responsibilities include but not limited to reviewing regulated applications for authority, making sure companies maintain insurance, answering questions regarding regulated industries via phone, email or correspondence. 
3. On March 1, 2010, Daniel Azar, on behalf of Ryan’s Express Motorcoach d/b/a Ryan’s Express Motorcoach a California Corporation (Ryan’s Express) filed with the Commission an Application for Mitigation (Mitigation Request), in Docket TE-100276.  I have read the Mitigation Request.  In the Mitigation Request, Ryan’s Express admits the violation occurred and requests a decision by an administrative law judge. 
4. This Mitigation Request arises from a Notice of Penalties Incurred and Due for Violations of Laws and Rules issued by the Commission on February 19, 2010, in Docket TE-100276.  In that Notice, the Commission issued a penalty of $100 for a violation of Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 480-30-071, which requires charter and excursion carriers to file annual safety reports with the Commission by December 31 each year.
5. When I spoke to Mr. Azar in January 20, 2010, he informed me that they no longer had their contract but they wanted to keep their certificate active.  I advised Mr. Azar that the only way we can keep an active certificate is if they keep current insurance on file.  He said he would do that just in case they get more work in Washington state.  I never mentioned the annual report because they were due in December and it never occurred to me that his company might not have submitted the report in a timely manner.  Also, annual report inquiries aren’t routinely handled by my section or myself. 

DATED this 11th day of March 2010 at Olympia, Washington.

_____________________________

TINA LEIPSKI
Attachment A
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