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BEFORE THE WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	In the Matter of the Petition of

SUMAS COGENERATION COMPANY, L.P.

For Authorization to Operate at a Maximum Allowable Operating Pressure Greater than 500 psig (WAC 480-93-020)


	DOCKET UG-020611

ORDER GRANTING REQUEST 


BACKGROUND

1 On May 15, 2002, Sumas Cogeneration Company, L.P. (Sumas) filed with the Commission a petition requesting Commission approval to operate above 500 psig in accordance with WAC 480-93-020.  Sumas proposes to temporarily raise the Maximum Allowable Operating Pressure (MAOP) of the 8-inch pipeline from the odorant station to the Sumas tie-in stations from 500 psig to 626 psig from            June 1 – 30, 2002, for the purpose of conducting an in-line internal inspection of the pipeline.  The Sumas plant will be shut down for the entire month of June for their 5-year plant maintenance.  Conducting an internal in-line internal inspection while the plant is out of operation is an additional safety precaution.

FINDINGS

2 (1) 
Sumas, a Washington corporation, is a public service company subject to the 

jurisdiction of the Commission under the provisions of RCW 80.01.040; Chapter 80.04 RCW; Chapter 80.28 RCW.

3  (2) 
The practice of temporarily raising the MAOP for the purpose of conducting   

an internal, in-line inspection (smart pigging) on an existing pipeline is 

common in the natural gas transmission industry.  In Washington State, the 

concern for the integrity management of gas pipelines has created a desire by 

gas companies to internally inspect their pipelines.  This practice may require 

a temporary increase in the pressure to accommodate the testing, because the 

increase in pressure is necessary to move the internal inspection tool through 

the pipeline.  These pipelines are designed to withstand higher pressure than 

the MAOP, which limits the operating pressure.  Thus no reduction of public 

safety is anticipated by granting this request.

4 (3)
The request for approval to operate above 500 psig in accordance with  WAC 480-93-020 is reasonable and consistent with the public interest and the Commission should grant Sumas’ request.

5 (4) 
This matter was brought before the Commission at its regularly scheduled open meeting on May 24, 2002.  The Commissioners, having determined this order to be consistent with the public interest, directed the Secretary to enter the following order and related provisions.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

6 The Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission has jurisdiction over the

parties to, and subject matter of, this proceeding.  RCW 80.01.040; Chapter 80.04 

RCW; Chapter 80.28 RCW.  

7 It is consistent with the public interest that the Commission grant Sumas’ request for authorization to operate the proposed pipeline at pressure not exceeding 626 psig.

ORDER

8 THE COMMISSION GRANTS the petition of Sumas for authorization to operate above 500 psig in accordance with WAC 480-93-020.                                           

DATED at Olympia, Washington, and effective this 24th day of May, 2002.
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