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CSA ID:

Date Created:

Discretionary/ Non-Discretionary:

Multi Year Rate Plan:

Strategic Alignment: 

Estimated In-Service Date:

Estimated Five Year Allocation: Fiscal 2026 

Allocated

Fiscal 2027 

Allocated

Fiscal 2028 

Allocated

Fiscal 2029 

Allocated

Fiscal 2030 

Allocated

Fiscal 2031 

Allocated

 $       9,789,318  $       4,181,602  $       4,275,471  $       4,371,448  $       4,469,580  $ -   

Is there New Ongoing O&M?

Escalation Included:

Escalation Description:

X

X

X

Qualitative Benefits Details:

Quantitative Benefits: Quantitative 

Benefits
Benefit Type Previous Years Fiscal 2026 Fiscal 2027 Fiscal 2028 Fiscal 2029 Fiscal 2030 Fiscal 2031

Remaining 

Costs
Life Total

Revenue from 

General 

Participant 

customer 

subscriptions

Revenue  $ -    $       1,750,000  $       2,000,000  $       2,250,000  $       2,500,000  $       2,750,000  $ -    $ -    $     11,250,000 

Dependencies:

Dependencies Details:

Is this project expected to positively 

impact priority populations?

December 31, 2029

CSA Title

Community Solar

Both

Are there changes to Existing 

Ongoing O&M?

Non-Discretionary

Future cost avoidance

Customer

DEI (Diversity, Equity, Inclusion)

Regulatory

Specific

Evolve the Business-Future Ready

ENERGY EQUITY

Yes

KEY SCHEDULE AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Community Solar
Corporate Spending Authorization (CSA)

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

CSA0027

February 10, 2023

No

No, escalation has not been included.

ONGOING BENEFITS

None

Qualitative Benefits 

(select all that apply):

Reliability Improvement

Risk Reduction

Safety

RISK MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

No

Project is closely linked to the DER Solar CSA; and contributes to the 80 MW solar target identified in the CEIP.

Customer: Community Solar allows PSE's customers to partner with us on the clean energy transition by supporting the development of new, distributed solar projects located in their communities. 

Customers enroll in shares of the solar project and receive monthly bill credits based on their share of the project output. 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion: Over 30% of Community Solar shares will be dedicated to serving low-income customers and helping to reduce their energy burden. Eligible customers receive their 

community solar shares at no cost, while receiving monthly bill credits for their share of the project output. In addition, PSE is making efforts to involve communities in decisions on project placement, 

especially in named communities, allowing customers greater influence over decisions impacting them. 

Regulatory: In the 2023 CEIP order, the Commission mandated that PSE expand Community Solar from the planned 20 MWs to 50 MWs by the end of 2025. 

Risk reduction:  PSE's customers want to see new, local solar projects developed in their communities. Community Solar provides a valuable pathway for customers to participate in renewable 

offerings. Providing this program option for customers leads to greater customer satisfaction, reducing the risk of customers’ exploring clean energy offerings outside of their utility.    ​Metric: 25,000 

general customers participate over the course of the program, ~3865 in Round 1, ~11,000 in additional rounds   ​Increased revenue:   The Community Solar product will create a new revenue stream 

from subscription payments from participants.    ​Metric: Full recovery of program costs, ~$2.7M in subscription payments per year once full 20MW is in operation.   ​Carbon reduction:  As PSE 

transitions to a clean energy future, it will be important for PSE to deploy new, distributed solar projects (in addition to larger utility-scale projects). Community Solar provides a program model to deploy 

new distributed solar projects in our service territory.   ​Metric: Metric tons of carbon dioxide reduced. Round 1 reduction: 112k metric tons reduced, ~325k metric tons reduced for full 20MW.   ​Income-

eligible customer participation:  Community Solar ensures that income-eligible customers have equitable access to renewable energy options by expanding energy benefits associated with renewable 

projects to all customers.   ​Metric: Income-eligible customer participation. Serve ~1000 income-eligible customers through Round 1, and ~1,300 in additional rounds.  ​CETA compliance support: PSE is 

required to transition to 100% clean electricity by 2045 under the Clean Electricity Transformation Act (CETA). Meeting the aggressive goals under CETA will require the support of customer programs 

that decrement PSE’s overall compliance burden.​   Note: Table included with quantifiable benefits.

CSA ID

CSA0027
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Community Solar
Corporate Spending Authorization (CSA)

Risk Summary: Risks to project execution include delays due to lease negotiations, permitting, contractor resources, required system upgrades, or equipment procurement.
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Community Solar
Corporate Spending Authorization (CSA)

Business Need: Community Solar expands on PSE's clean energy product portfolio to allow more customers access to the benefits of clean energy, generated locally. Before the introduction of Community Solar, 

PSE’s residential clean energy products and services were limited to premium REC-based products and customer owned solar.  Research shows that many of our customers want to support 

renewable energy development, while receiving the energy benefits of clean energy generation. PSE customers face barriers to installing their own rooftop solar, including lack of home ownership, 

high up-front costs, and issues with rooftop suitability. In particular, our income-eligible customers lacked options to participate in the renewable energy transition, as they tend to face additional 

financial and institutional barriers to renewable energy. Before the introduction of the income-eligible community solar product, PSE’s renewable offerings posed financial barriers to income-eligible 

participants and didn't deliver bill savings.  This gap in offerings may contribute to dissatisfaction amongst customers who want to see more clean energy options and may even spur customers to look 

outside their utility for clean energy offerings.   We also know that public entities in PSE’s service territory are interested in solar development in their communities, but often lack pathways and 

resources to make projects a reality. Our community customers continue to voice demand for PSE offerings that develop solar projects on their properties. Community solar allows PSE to partner with 

municipalities, counties, and other community groups in support of the transition to 100% clean electricity by 2045 under the Clean Electricity Transformation Act (CETA). Meeting the goals under 

CETA requires the development of small-scale distributed solar projects in addition to larger utility-scale projects. To reach its goals, PSE will need to partner with customers who want to go farther, 

faster toward a clean energy future by investing in renewable energy options. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW
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Community Solar
Corporate Spending Authorization (CSA)

Proposed Solution: PSE aims to be our customers’ clean energy partner of choice by offering products and services like Community Solar, which provides customers with the opportunity to subscribe to shares of local 

solar projects. As with rooftop solar, customers are able to share directly in the costs and benefits of these community projects. Customers subscribe to a local solar project of their choice and receive 

credits on their bill for their share of the system’s energy production.  The product also expands solar access to income-eligible customers in PSE’s service territory. It is designed such that at least 

20% of the program subscriptions are reserved for income-eligible customers. These subscriptions are provided at no cost to customers that self-certify to being at or below 200% of the Federal 

Poverty Level, and results in bill savings to qualified customers. In addition to meeting the customer demand for options that support new, local renewable energy, this product also meets the 

community need for a financial and logistical pathway to solar development. Today, PSE has launched 10.7 MWs of Community Solar including three projects sited on municipal and school property in 

Western WA; as well as two ground-mount distributed solar projects in central, WA. In addition, PSE has built pages and an online enrollment solution that allows customers to learn about the 

program, enroll as a participant, and be billed seamlessly.  Under Electric Schedule 134, Community Solar Project Services, the UTC authorized PSE to offer up to 20 MWs of Community Solar. This 

CSA continues on the work to build out new community solar projects across PSE's service area; and to continue expanding the offer to new customers.
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Community Solar
Corporate Spending Authorization (CSA)

​The Community Solar program results in several key outcomes, including1) New distributed solar capacity as outlined in the Clean Energy Implementation Plan (CEIP); 2) New clean energy 

opportunities for PSE customers; including energy burden reductions for income-eligible participants 3. Greater customer satisfaction ​4. Organizational learning through distributed solar development.  

​5. Reduction in carbon emissions.

Outcome/Results:
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Community Solar
Corporate Spending Authorization (CSA)

Change Summary:
Planning Cycle

Last Update 

Date
2022 Baseline 

Cycle
2/10/2023

2023 Cycle 1 4/6/2023

2024 Cycle 1 4/12/2024

2024 Cycle 1 8/2/2024

2024 Cycle 1 10/15/2024

2025 Cycle 1 5/1/2025

2025 Cycle 1 9/30/2025

2025 Cycle 3 10/6/2025

2025 Cycle 4 10/17/2025

Approval History:
Date Approved

1 4/6/2023

2 4/7/2023

3 4/8/2023

4 4/8/2023

5 12/4/2023

6 12/4/2023

7 12/4/2023

8 12/4/2023

9 2/13/2024

10 2/13/2024

11 2/13/2024

12 2/13/2024

13 4/12/2024

14 4/18/2024

15 4/19/2024

16 4/19/2024

17 8/2/2024

18 8/2/2024

19 8/2/2024

20 8/2/2024

21 10/15/2024

22 10/15/2024

23 10/15/2024

24 10/15/2024

25 4/30/2025

26 5/1/2025

27 7/2/2025

28 7/2/2025

29 10/6/2025

30 12/16/2025

31 12/16/2025

32 12/16/2025

33 12/16/2025

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

Approved by Cost Center Owner: Ouch , Monica

Approved by Director Sponsor: Ouch , Monica

Approved by Executive Sponsor: Ouch , Monica

CSA Status changed to Approved

Approved by Cost Center Owner: Coulson , Nick

Approved by Director Sponsor: Mannetti , John

Approved by Executive Sponsor: August , Aaron

CSA Status changed to Approved

Approved by Cost Center Owner: Coulson , Nick

Approved By

Approved by Cost Center Owner: Mulligan , Heather

Approved by Director Sponsor: Einstein , Will

CSA Status changed to Approved

Approved by Executive Sponsor: Shrum , Bailey

CSA Status changed to Approved

Approved by Cost Center Owner: Shrum , Bailey

Approved by Director Sponsor: Shrum , Bailey

Approved by Executive Sponsor: Shrum , Bailey

Approved by Director Sponsor: Mannetti , John

Approved by Executive Sponsor: August , Aaron

CSA Status changed to Approved

Approved by Cost Center Owner: Shrum , Bailey

Approved by Director Sponsor: Shrum , Bailey

Approved by Cost Center Owner: Shrum , Bailey

Approved by Director Sponsor: Shrum , Bailey

Approved by Executive Sponsor: Shrum , Bailey

CSA Status changed to Approved

Approved by Cost Center Owner: Mulligan , Heather

CSA Status changed to Approved

Approved by Cost Center Owner: Shrum , Bailey

Approved by Director Sponsor: Shrum , Bailey

Approved by Executive Sponsor: Shrum , Bailey

CSA Status changed to Approved

Approved by Executive Sponsor: Jacobs , Josh

Updated 5-Year Plan numbers again due to WSU funding change in support of IE shares

Increase 2025-2029 budget after Concession Process Round III edits conducted by Officers, ~5M increase in 2025; $10M increase in 2026-2029

Updated 2025-2029 request to be under new WBS, W_X.10006.03.01.07 - Community Solar Program CC4411, per Nick Coulson. WBS is under CC_4411 rather than CC_1437, therefore CSA cost center was updated as well. 

Increased budget in 2026 by $5M to account for project carryover as a result of new Cascadia Partnership.  Updated Ongoing O&M tail that was originally 

forecasted within Solar Projects and Programs WBS.  Updated various other qualitative attributes within CSA to account for current status of program.  Updated 

Setting CSA back to draft per Nicholas Coulson to make updates for 2026-2030 MYP Draft 3

Updated Final 5-Year Plan Numbers

APPROVAL AND CHANGE HISTORY

Change Summary

This CSA has been migrated into the EPPM tool at go-live as part of the Phase 1 EPPM implementation effort. The projects in this CSA were previously approved 

for the 2023-2027 capital plan. Please refer to the original CSA document for additional information (if available.)

Capital expenditures in 2023 were decreased to reflect project installation cycles. Capital expenditures in 2025 increased to reflect completion dates for remaining 

projects. O&M increased to reflect additional costs of reaching income eligible participants. .

Capital expenditures updated to reflect 2024 approved Capital plan, and projects in pipeline.
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