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CrossFng ~t Va~~ey 1Jiew Road 'cn Wh~tcom County, Washington
N ~~ .
~
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t?~ar Mr. Pratt

W✓h~tcom County his ~e~ewed the subject R~ ition to close ~M~ WaN~y Wiew load cros~in~ (Tkre
P~~Fti~+. ~Yh~tcom Co~rnty I~aes ~Iet ~~~port the Pitk~~ and Fequests a F~e~rin~~ in ofd~r to
ad~~ss our co~cer~s.

This spur Iine cross ~~ of FJaJ~ey w Road was ccinstruct~d bn the early 19~60's while Valley Wt~w
Road its~ff has been i~ exisfence since a# lest tFie rn~d 1 tYs.

Tl~e P~t~tion st~te~ tF~a~ tF~is eiosure t~ required in order to "...a~~tc~w extstkng c~stom~rs inn the
Cherry Point. Fndustria~ ar~~s to receive ar~d depart ~fl I~n~th trakns ~nrit~~t blocking the main IFr~~,
switches or roads." ~t Fs not c{~~r to us thrcwgh r~wiew of sr~a rr►aps that rt is actually th e c~s~ i~
that ft appears thEre is su~fi'rci€nt $tor~g~ sap~ity ava~l~ble i~ tie i~m~diat~ ~r~~. In addit~n,
VWh~tcom County's revt~w o#permits to ~t~ow the two oil refirr~ries s~rv~d by this ~in~ stated ghat
no affsitc rail stora~E wras re~}u~f~d.

Whatcom County wro~Fd eke to express our concern that its p~roJect ~s proposed may b~ in
conflict wfith the ~t~te ~r~rrironm~nt~l Pcc~l~icy Att ~SEPA) as I~a~~rpropr4~te phas~n~ of review. F~n
particular, i~ P~~s been stated to Wh~teom County by the Rrca~onents of tfie Gateway Pacifi~e
Terminal project that this add~tion~l storage, end theret~y Etosur~ of V~~ley ~✓tew, vwould b~
r~gwir~d ~s part of tfi~t praj~ct. Thy P~tit~n ~tsePf sums to acknowled~~ this by at~tin~ that "...is
wi#Min the same aver~~ #ootprint." Th[s prechttles WF~atc~ Co~rnty ~rorn b~in~ able to
ap{tropr at~~ evaluate the impacts of t~~s specFf~ closure to our road system wiiTF►out knowing
BMSF's plans for operating, alt~ririg or exparfdin~ their s~rstern and I~ow tie twro r~f~te to each
other. WWha~tcom County wt~u~d appreciate addit~anal i~farrnat~on from tF~~ p~t~tioner and
t?~partrnent of Ecol~g~r as to this being two s~par~t~ proposah.



The Petition also ~cFudes the faFtow#ng factual errors:

Section 4, Questit~n 2 of the Petition states that there is and av~r~ge daily vehicle traffic
over the tracks of ~0 veF~kles. Our recent co~rnts, as w@II as counts dating back several
years, are weld above tFiis amount averaging ap~rroxir►~~t~Fy 350 v~hicics per day►.

Stcti~n ~, Question 3 of the Petition states that i~ is 1.2 mHes to the nearest altercate
access across the tracks. V~ih~le this is true, ~t does got address the true impact and detour
length crested by this closure. The ~ctu~l I~n~tth of ~ detour could 3 to 5 miles. This
obviously has an adverse impact to r~spons~ times for emer6ency v~hic4es. Thy 1Nhatcom
County Fare M~rshat~ has expressed concern related to The P~ti~iun and supports request
for a h~arin,~.

Please feel free to contact me at the number provided below i#you ~~ve any questions or requir@
add'aton~l information.
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cc: lack Louws, County Executive
Whatcam County Counc4~
Kathy MunEer, UTC
Ron Ewart, County Piannin;
Wayne Harrison, County Fie Ml~rs~aN


