Exhibit A

to the February 15, 2011 response letter from Meeker Southern Railroad’s attorney David L. Halinen to Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission, Attn:  Betty Young, Compliance Investigator, Transportation Safety
Specific information related to each of Meeker Southern Railroad’s “Sound Delivery Service” train movements over the 134th Avenue crossing during the period from October 17, 2010 through December 18, 2010
Prepared February 15, 2011
I, James Forgette, the Operations Manager for Meeker Southern Railroad, hereby certify that the data and information in the following pages of this exhibit are true and correct to my best knowledge and belief.






_____________________________






James Forgette               Date

[LOG TO REPLACE THIS PAGE]

Response to the Commission’s request for information as “whether [each] movement was a test train or a load hauled for compensation”
With the exception of the freight cars hauled along the spur on October 17, 2010, all of the eastbound freight cars referenced on the train crossing log set forth on the two preceding pages were hauled for compensation to Meeker’s customer Sound Delivery Service.  However, the train movements on the spur from October 18, 2010 through November 3, 2010 had a dual of testing and hauling freight cars for compensation.  
Testing operations, which were personally overseen by Meeker Southern Railroad’s general manager Byron Cole, involved (a) examination of the spur track bed and rails for stability with different size and weight freight car loads, (b) application of lubricant on the spur track rails and examination of the functioning of the rails with that lubricant with different size and weight freight car loads, and (c) examination of clearances between the loaded freight cars of different sizes and loading conditions along the South Delivery Service site’s loading dock.
Response to the Commission’s request for information as to “how the crossing was protected during train movements”
All of the subject train movements during the period from October 18, 2010 through December 18, 2010 were protected by all of the following means:
(1)
By passive warning devices on each side of the crossing, which consisted of (a) “2 Tracks” Cross-Buck Signs near the tracks, (b) cross-buck pavement markings south of the crossing along 134th Avenue East, and (c) cross-buck pavement markings on 80th Street East to the east of 134th Avenue East;
(2)
By sounding the locomotive horn at each train’s approach of the 134th crossing in accordance with CFR 49 CFR 222.21 (a section entitled “When must a locomotive horn be used?”);

(3)
Sounding the locomotive bell at each train’s approach of the 134th crossing; and
(4)
Providing warning at the 134th crossing consistent with the relevant portions of Rule 6.32.1 of the General Code of Operating Rules, Sixth Edition (Effective April 7, 2010) (known as “GCOR”).

� The relevant divisions of the Code of Federal Regulations down to and including CFR 49 CFR 222.21 are as follows (along with the text of CFR 49 CFR 222.21):





TITLE 49 - TRANSPORTATION��SUBTITLE B - OTHER REGULATIONS RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION��CHAPTER II - FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION��PART 222 - USE OF LOCOMOTIVE HORNS AT PUBLIC HIGHWAY - RAIL GRADE CROSSINGS��subpart b - USE OF LOCOMOTIVE HORNS��222.21 - When must a locomotive horn be used?��  (a) Except as provided in this part, the locomotive horn on the lead locomotive of a train, lite locomotive consist, individual locomotive, or lead cab car shall be sounded when such locomotive or lead cab car is approaching a public highway-rail grade crossing. Sounding of the locomotive horn with two long, one short, and one long blast shall be initiated at a location so as to be in accordance with paragraph (b) of this section and shall be repeated or prolonged until the locomotive or train occupies the crossing. This pattern may be varied as necessary where crossings are spaced closely together.��  (b)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (b)(2) of this section, the locomotive horn shall begin to be sounded at least 15 seconds, but no more than 20 seconds, before the locomotive enters the crossing.��      (2) Trains, locomotive consists, and individual locomotives traveling at speeds in excess of 45 mph shall not begin sounding the horn more than one-quarter mile (1,320 feet) in advance of the nearest public highway-rail grade crossing, even if the advance warning provided by the locomotive horn will be less than 15 seconds in duration.��  (c) As stated in 222.3(c) of this part, this section does not apply to any Chicago Region highway-rail grade crossing at which railroads were excused from sounding the locomotive horn by the Illinois Commerce Commission, and where railroads did not sound the horn, as of December 18, 2003.





  (d) Trains, locomotive consists and individual locomotives that have stopped in close proximity to a public highway-rail grade crossing may approach the crossing and sound the locomotive horn for less than 15 seconds before the locomotive enters the highway-rail grade crossing, if the locomotive engineer is able to determine that the public highway-rail grade crossing is not obstructed and either:


      (1) The public highway-rail grade crossing is equipped with automatic flashing lights and gates and the gates are fully lowered; or


      (2) There are no conflicting highway movements approaching the public highway-rail grade crossing.


  (e) Where State law requires the sounding of a locomotive audible warning device other than the locomotive horn at public highway-rail grade crossings, that locomotive audible warning device shall be sounded in accordance with paragraphs (b) and (d) of this section.





(Emphasis added.)





�  The General Code of Operating Rules is an extensive general volume of railroad operating rules adhered to by numerous railroad companies throughout the United States.  GCOR Rule 6.32.1 states:  





6.32.1 	Providing Warning Over Road Crossings�


When cars are shoved, kicked or a gravity switch move is made over road crossings at grade, an employee must be on the ground at the crossing to provide warning until crossing is occupied. Make any movement over the crossing only on the employee’s signal.�


Warning is not required when crossing is equipped with:�


• Gates that are fully lowered.�or�


• Flashing lights or passive warning devices when it is clearly seen that no traffic is approaching or stopped at the crossing. Shoving movements must not exceed 15 MPH over crossing until occupied.





(Emphasis added.)





