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7K > “Now I have their attention.”

can’t do a lot of what he said he would do in a late January mailing
and newspaper advertisement, but he’s satisfied with the outcome.

\' Local garbage company owner Arthur Wilkowski is acknowledging he
4 ~ > [ “This was the only option left to me by the government agencies and

by this community,” he said. “People don’t want to pay attention
unless there’s a crisis.”

Whatcom County’s solid waste division and the Washington Utilities
and Transportation Commission (WUTC) both snapped to attention
when Point Recycling and Refuse sent out the announcements stating
that any property owner who buried, burned or exported waste
products from Point Roberts, or hired a contractor who did so, would
be “permanently excluded from all services” provided by the local
garbage hauler.

S s “He’s not allowed to deny service,” said WUTC spokesman Tim
Sweeney. “He has an obligation to provide that service unless they fail
to pay for it.” Sweeney said the company is required to provide any
service that is part of the tariff schedule for Point Recycling and
Refuse approved by the WUTC. Limited conditions under which
service can be suspended, and not permanently, include non-payment,
hazardous conditions and violations of state and county solid waste
law.

“There are a lot of things in that public notice he just cannot do,” said
county solid waste specialist Penni Lemperes after an early February
meeting with Wilkowski, county legal staff and the WUTC.
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“He cannot bar anyone from coming to the transfer station,” Lemperes
said. “It’s on county property and it’s open to the public.”

Lemperes also said Wilkowski’s assertion in an advertisement in the
All Point Bulletin that “all past exemptions are void” was in error, as
was his inclusion in his recent mailing of his own exemption form
with his own version of what is a prohibited method of waste disposal.

“He had no right to send out his own exemption form,” Lemperes said.
“He has no legal right and nobody should sign it.” The form available
through the county solid waste department is the only legal form and
the only one property owners seeking an exemption from mandatory
household garbage service should sign and file with the county.

The exemption forms are required in Whatcom County.for those who..
don’t pay for household garbage pickup but choose alternative
methods of garbage disposal. “You have to sign an affidavit that you
will responsibly deal with your garbage and recycling,” Lemperes
said. :

According to the county exemption forms, responsibie ways to dispose
of trash include composting, self-hauling to an apprdved disposal site, .
commercial waste collection, and recycling. Prohibitedmethods are
illegal dumping, burning or burying waste.

On his form Wilkowski added an additional prohibited method:
“exportation of any waste outside of Point Roberts.”

Lemperes said county solid waste regulations did not prohibit material
leaving the Point. “*We can’t prohibit export out of Point Roberts. We
just don’t do that.” she said. “We export our waste from here down to
Oregon. We don’t have landfills in Whatcom County.”

Paula Shore from the Canada Border Services Agercy confirmed that. -
household garbage is prohibited from crossing the border but o
recyclable materials are permitted. “We don’t control Canadian law
and if people want to take stuff across into Canada we can’t stop
them,” Lemperes said.

WUTC regulatory analyst Penny Ingram confirmed that Point
Recycling and Refuse was the only certificated hauler who can
dispose of and collect solid waste in Point Roberts. Recyclable
materials can leave the waste stream, as long as they are taken either
personally or through a licensed carrier to an appropriate facility. “If it

Page 2 of 4

11/19/2008



All Point Bulletin, Newspaper of Point Roberts, Washington and Delta, British Columbia ~ Page 3 of 4

goes to a commercial recycler they would need a common carrier and

that is different from a regulated hauler.” The WUTC issues

certificates to common carriers as well as solid waste companies.

“It comes down to semantics,” Wilkowski said. He thinks to call
construction debris a recyclable is a misnomer. “Crunching up an
entire house and hauling it out of here is a clear effort to dispose.”

~  Wilkowski said the volume of material leaving the local garbage
system threatens to make to local gatbage company nonviable. “If
tonnage leaves the system rates go up. If Timbers hauls 400-500 tons
out of the system how do you think that affects our system?” he said,
referring to the Canadian company that has been taking construction
debris from the Point to Urban Woodwaste Recyclers in B.C.

The recycler runs through 180,000 tonnes of construction debris per
year and recycles 80 percent of that as hog fuel for pulp mills, wood

for paneling, metals and capping material for landfills.

Wilkowski said he takes in approximately 1,200 tons a year

and it isn’t

enough to make the business profitable. The company reported gross
revenue of $375,000 and a net loss of $15,000, which Wilkowski
absorbed by taking it out of his $60,000 annual salary. “I’ve taken a

r}( v———/"> loss every year,” he said. “The company is surviving on the

depreciation of the infrastructure. This is a serious economic crisis and

enough to break the system.”

Local builder Ken Calder, who has used Timbers to haul recyclable
construction debris to Canada, said he has based his decision on the
economics: a large project in 2004 generated 260,000 pounds of
debris. At the current dump fees that would have cost him $28,000 to
dispose of at the local transfer station. He paid $5,400 for hauling

costs and disposal fees at Urban Woodwaste Recyclers.

Today the per-pound fee at the local transfer station is 12.5 cents per
pound. Urban Woodwaste Recyclers charges three cents to take
recyclable construction waste. “And it’s not all going straight into a
landfill,” Calder said, adding Urban Woodwaste Recyclers also
provided an incentive to send them clean recyclables by charging

lower fees for cleaner loads of a single material.

“Those contractors who are the first to scream when a Canadian
company comes down here to work seem to think this is OK,”
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- Wilkowski said. “Yes, I need to provide lower cost options for
construction and I’m working on it but it takes infrastructure. If I don’t
get the support of the community I don’t have the volume to make it
work.”

Backing down on most of the ultimatums he issued at the beginning of
the month, Wilkowski said he will work with the county on the clearly
illegal ways waste leaves the system: burning, dumping and burying
garbage.

“If we know it’s happening there is something in the code where our
health department can investigate and take action,” Lemperes said.
“It’s one of those things that doesn’t really have any teeth. I wish we

~ had a litter cop. I’'m sure all the fines he would collect could pay for
his position for a year.”

Wilkowski said he will work with the county on changes to the
- exemption program to improve its efficiency.

" On February 8 Wilkowski also took action the WUTC is willing to
consider, issuing notices of suspension of service to two local
individuals for “exporting waste out of the solid waste system.” The

"WUTC will now make an official decision as to whether or not it is
legal to do so. '

“That is involved in an investigation now,” Ingram said. The garbage
hauler can refuse service if he can demonstrate the customer is
currently not complying with state, county or municipal regulations.
“The company makes the notification first and then the customer
contacts our commission,” which determines if there is sufficient legal
grounds to terminate service. Ingram said any terminations would not
attach to a property but to an individual.
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