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The incident: Sunday afternoon a m
aple tree had blow

n dow
n and pulled the com

m
unication cable, the neutral w

hich w
as in the prim

ary position, and the 
energized prim

ary all the w
ay to the m

ud.  The energized #4acsr did break, and a section of line approxim
ately 60 feet from

 the double dead end pole to 
the w

est, lay on the earth and burned, the cut out did not open.  An Asplundh crew
 had been dispatched to rem

ove a tree from
 the com

. cable, w
hile they 

w
ere assessing the job a W

ave em
ployee cam

e by to assess their storm
 dam

age.  The Asplundh crew
 asked the W

ave em
ployee to m

ove his truck out of 
their w

ork zone, he left but cam
e back, they again asked him

 to leave, w
hich he did, but again he cam

e back and then w
ent to the pole, w

here he m
ade 

contact.  The Asplundh trim
m

er heard the arcing and saw
 him

 on fire, the forem
an called 911 and then they used non conductive pruning poles to pull the 

m
an out of the area.  Em

ergency response w
as then at the site but w

ould not cross the large dow
ned m

aple as the line w
as still energized.  They w

ere 
able to w

alk the injured to the tree, put him
 on a pack board and get him

 to the am
bulance.  H

e w
as air flighted to H

arborview
 in Seattle, at last report the 

left arm
 w

as am
putated at the bicep, he w

as on a ventilator but appeared to be in stable condition.

I have used a red and yellow
 dotted line to represent the energized 7200 volt line, the neutral red and 

green , and the com
 is the black. The pole to the W

est is a 45' class 5 BAXC
O

 1957 set 6'4" has an 
abandoned transform

er, a dow
n guy that splits the angle, and is about 1.5 feet out of plum

b to the 
East.  The prim

ary w
as hanging energized off this pole approxim

ately a foot off the earth.  The 
neutral in the prim

ary position is approx. 37' off the earth, the com
 approx 26'.  The tree w

ent through 
all three w

ire groups 117' to the east of the trans. pole.  The prim
ary broke leaving a 60 to 70 foot 

rem
nant to the w

est still energized.  The neutral and com
 w

ere forced to the earth neither one 
breaking  The pole to the east is an angle pole on a long span w

ith a guy and an underground riser 
off of it, it is approxim

ately 3-4 feet out of plum
b to the south /south w

est.  I used photgraphs from
 the 

site for som
e background.  The m

aple at the end of the bridge is the one that caused the dam
age, it 

fell at a 45 degree angle to the conductors and  is approxim
ately 115 feet in length .

This contact  incident hapened at approxim
ately 1230 hours on Tuesday m

arch 15, 2016.  I w
as notified of the contact by R

yan 
Blood PSE C

orporate Safey M
anager.  I arrived on site at approxim

ately 1530 hours the PSE service linem
en said the line w

as 
cleared,tagged and they had installed grounds, the line is fused 65T.  The Asplundh crew

 along w
ith several supervisors and 

their corporate attorney from
 Seattle w

ere huddled in a group discussing the incident.  I introduced m
yself and the attorney 

Francis Floyd asked m
e to hold off on opening untill he had m

ore tim
e to discuss som

e details.  I said I w
ould give them

 a little 
tim

e and then w
ent and talked to the W

AVE supervisors w
ho w

ere collecting inform
ation on their em

ployee Lance Piatt w
ho w

as 
electrocuted.  I then returned to Asplundh, and did an opening conference w

ith Asplundh,  PSE R
yan Blood, Larry M

ort,  W
AVE 

Broadband, R
ay and D

aryn and brief interview
 w

ith the Asplundh crew. 
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