
ATTACHMENT A
PUBLIC COUNSEL DECOUPLING SURVEY MATERIALS

Introduction
Public Counsel provides this attachment in response to the request from the Bench at the conclusion of the evidentiary hearing.  The attachment  contains three sections, as described below.

Part I.  This part contains two tables as they appeared on the American Gas Association web site on November 6, 2009.  These tables provide a list of 16 states that have approved decoupling mechanisms, as well as a table showing states where mechanisms were pending.  The tables have been copied into a Word document in order for the full content to appear on the page, and the Internet address is provided.
Part II.  Public Counsel conducted its own search for Commission decisions regarding decoupling, primarily using Lexis and state Commission websites.  The decisions we identified through this review are shown in Part II of the attachment.  We found six state Commission decisions rejecting decoupling, either for specific utility proposals or industry-wide.  Those decisions are briefly summarized.  In addition, we found that many of the decoupling mechanisms that were approved were done on only a pilot-basis, for a limited time, with requirements for review and analysis, typically in a general rate case.  Additional cases we identified approving decoupling are also shown in this section.


Part III.  This section of the attachment consists of a citation to the survey entitled “Natural Gas Utility Energy Efficiency Portfolios Report: 2007 Program Year” prepared by the American Gas Association in December, 2008, regarding natural gas utility energy efficiency programs.   

The survey is publicly available at:  http://www.aga.org/NR/rdonlyres/122417D7-E42E-49B4-8EE8-9AB26E421B4F/0/1208EEREPORT.pdf   Copyright limitations stated in the document prevented incorporation of the survey itself in this attachment.    A map appears on page 24 of this report, showing those states where natural gas decoupling mechanisms have been approved, as well as those states with utility natural gas energy efficiency portfolios.  The map and the contents of the report demonstrate that utility energy efficiency programs are found in most states in the country and that the large majority have implemented such programs without adopting decoupling.  
