
Energy Resource Regulatory Approval Process Flow
Existing Process

Prepare and file Least Cost Plan

Utility WUTC

Prepare and file RFP and 
standard contracts

Issue RFP Perform self-build 
analysis

Make acquisition decision

Prepare GRC / PCORC 
demonstrating prudence and 
requesting recovery

Stakeholder
Input

Acknowledge plan No plan or strategy approval
No prudence determination

Approve RFP and standard 
terms No prudence determination

Make significant investment / 
financial commitment

Determine prudence and 
cost recovery

Post-investment prudence 
determination

Implement rates

Stakeholder
Input

Stakeholder
Input
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Energy Resource Regulatory Approval Process Flow
Modified Process

Prepare and file Least Cost Plan

Utility WUTC

Prepare and file RFP

Issue RFP Perform self-build 
analysis

Prepare GRC / PCORC 
demonstrating prudence and 

requesting recovery

Stakeholder
Input

Acknowledge plan No plan or strategy approval
No prudence determination

Approve RFP and standard 
terms No prudence determination

Implement plan – make significant 
financial commitment

Determine prudence of plan 
implementation.  

Set cost recovery

Prudence determination focused 
on plan implementation

Implement rates

Stakeholder
Input

Prepare resource acquisition / 
development plan

Approve need and plan.  
Determine prudence of 

strategy 
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Stakeholder
Input

Prudence determination of need 
and resource acquisition 
strategy

Stakeholder
Input

optional


