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January 15, 2026 
 
 
Steven Gimpel 
Regional Planner and Grant Manager 
Eastern Region Office, Department of Ecology  
4601 N. Monroe 
Spokane, WA 99205 
steven.gimpel@ecy.wa.gov 
509-934-5483 
 
RE: City of Spokane Valley 2025-2029 Solid Waste and Moderate Risk Waste 

Management Plan 
Docket TG-250972 

 
Dear Steven Gimpel: 
 
Thank you for filing City of Spokane Valley’s 2025-2029 Solid Waste and Moderate Risk Waste 
Management Plan. 
 
The Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) has completed its 
review of preliminary draft of the City of Spokane Valley Solid Waste and Moderate Risk Waste 
Management Plan (Plan). 
 
Although the Commission does not regulate the City of Spokane Valley (City), RCW 
70A.205.065 requires the Commission to complete a review of the Plan. The 2025-2029 Plan 
will have no rate impact to ratepayers served by solid waste collection companies regulated by the 
Commission. 
 
The Plan provides guidance for the City’s solid waste system which includes garbage, recycling, 
and organics collection services, transfer station facilities for public and commercial drop-off, along 
with transfer, transport, and disposal or processing of materials.  
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Commission Staff (Staff) notes the City is increasingly focused on waste prevention by addressing 
programs for waste reduction, special waste, and the administration of the programs. The Plan also 
provides guidance on program development and implementation for those activities for the next six 
years, while also attempting to anticipate the needs of the solid waste system twenty years from 
now.  
 
The City’s contracts with companies including WM (previously known as Waste Management) and 
Sunshine Disposal & Recycling have been integral to the program’s success. The City is committed 
to environmental stewardship and continuous adaptation, ensuring that the solid waste program 
remains effective, sustainable, and responsive to the community’s evolving needs while ensuring 
that services are cost-effective and fiscally responsible. The City has recently extended a contractual 
agreement with these private partners that allows for continued cost-effective rates as a result of 
maintaining the rate structure that bundles garbage and recycling curbside services.  
 
In addition, Staff also notes that in anticipation of legislative requirements, garbage collection will, 
in the future, include participation in complementary services such as recycling and organics. The 
City will continue to evaluate all feasible options to best identify the most cost-effective and 
convenient solution for residents as these requirements are implemented. 
 
Commission Staff has no further comments on the Plan. 
 
Please direct questions or comments about the Commission’s Plan review process to Tonia Bailey 
at (360) 664-1244. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jeff Killip  
Executive Director and Secretary 
 
cc: Henry Allen, Senior Engineer  

City of Spokane Valley  
10210 E. Sprague Ave,  
Spokane Valley, WA 99206  
hallen@spokanevalleywa.gov 
(509) 720-5000 
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