Service Date: April 21, 2025

STATE OF WASHINGTON

UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

621 Woodland Square Loop S.E. e Lacey, Washington 98503
P.O. Box 47250 e Olympia, Washington 98504-7250
(360) 664-1160 @ TTY 1-800-833-6384 or 711

April 21, 2025

NOTICE OF RECESSED OPEN MEETING
(Set for Thursday, June 5, 2025, at 1:30 p.m.)

Re: In the Matter of Electric Utility Wildfire Mitigation Plans

Docket UE-240836, Avista Corporation d/b/a Avista Utilities
Docket UE-240831, PacifiCorp d/b/a Pacific Power & Light Company
Docket UE-240832, Puget Sound Energy

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

Over the last several years, the Commission has required regulated electric utilities to submit
wildfire mitigation plans to provide transparency into each company’s wildfire risks and related
planning. Additionally, each utility has presented its respective wildfire preparedness efforts to
the Commission, and after each wildfire season, each utility has returned to report on the
effectiveness of the fire mitigation and communication plans.

During the 2023 legislative session, the legislature enacted Second Substitute House Bill 1032,
which provided a framework to develop universal standards for wildfire mitigation plans by
October 31, 2024. This framework was developed by the Utility Wildland Fire Prevention
Advisory Committee of the Washington Department of Natural Resources. On December 5,
2024, the Commission confirmed each wildfire mitigation plan submitted by investor-owned
utilities contained all the required plan elements. The related plans were filed in Dockets UE-
240836, UE-240831, and UE-240832.

The Commission now requests Avista Corporation d/b/a Avista Utilities (Avista), PacifiCorp
d/b/a Pacific Power & Light Company (PacifiCorp), and Puget Sound Energy (PSE) to present
any specific learnings from the 2024 wildfire season, and anticipated conditions for the 2025
season.

! See Laws of 2023, ch. 132.
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NOTICE OF RECESSED OPEN MEETING

The Commission intends to hear from regulated electric utilities about the effectiveness of the
utilities’ fire mitigation and communication plans during the 2024 wildfire season, lessons
learned, and planned updates to their mitigation and communication plans at its recessed open
meeting on June 5, 2025, beginning at 1:30 p.m.

The Commission’s understanding of utility wildfire mitigation would be aided by submission
in these Dockets of any recent written updates or changes the utilities have made to their
wildfire preparedness and communications plans, and lessons learned in the 2024 wildfire
season. The Commission further requests that Avista, PacifiCorp, and PSE respond to the
following questions and requests for information in their responses and be prepared to discuss
these at the recessed open meeting:

1. Experiences from the 2024 wildfire season, including data and statistics related to:
a. The number and magnitude of fires that occurred in the utility’s service territory in the
2024 season; and
b. Whether wildfires developed in areas defined as greater risk or in other areas
designated as lesser risk.

2. Development and drills of communications channels, not only with company’s own

customers and immediate first responders, but also with:

a. Customers in adjacent utilities’ service areas, neighboring first responders,
contiguous jurisdictions and land managers;

b. Emergency planning and incident command system personnel in those same
neighboring communities;

c. Resources to provide support to medically vulnerable populations and those with
particular, individual communication challenges.

3. Most significant learnings from Public Safety Power Shutoff experiences, whether that
be from actually activating such an event, or from the conditions which caused the
closest potential for such an event.

4. Update on insurance cost and availability landscape, in general, and perception as to
whether HB 1522 will result in any relief from those cost trends, or have an effect on the
company’s credit rating, or capital costs.

5. Provide “best available” forecast of the upcoming 2025 wildfire season based on factors
such as weather forecasts, fuels inventory and moisture conditions.

6. Present any other significant lessons learned or observations not included in the points
above.
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MEETING PARTICIPATION

The Commission will hold the recessed open meeting in person and virtually via Zoom. The in-
person meeting will be held at Commission Headquarters, Commission Hearing Room (Room
110), 621 Woodland Square Loop S.E., Lacey, Washington. Interested persons may comment at
the meeting or may listen to the meeting via Zoom by calling (253) 215-8782 and using
Meeting ID: 822 2298 0674 and Passcode: 570712. To participate in the meeting using Zoom
on a computer or mobile device, click here to join meeting.

If you want to be included on the interested persons' contact list, please submit your request
to the Commission’s Records Center at records@utc.wa.gov and include which docket
number and company you are interested in. The docket number is at the top of this notice
and are case numbers the Commission uses to keep track of various filings.

The Commission is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for participants. If you
need an interpreter or other assistance to participate in the recessed open meeting, please contact
the Commission at least five business days in advance by calling (360) 664-1149 or emailing
aldsupport@utc.wa.gov. For TTY service, call the Washington Relay Service at (800) 833-6384
or dial 711.

If you have questions regarding this recessed open meeting, you may contact David Panco,
Regulatory Analyst, at david.panco@utc.wa.gov or (360) 664-1313.

JEFF KILLIP
Executive Director and Secretary
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