
UTC 

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION 
COMMISSION 

City of Waitsburg 

Petitioner, 

vs. 
Port of Columbia (Rail Owner) 
CWW LLC (Rail Operator) 

Respondent. 

DOCKET NO. TR-

PETITION TO MODIFY A 
HIGHWAY-RAIL GRADE 
CROSSING 

USDOT CROSSING NO.: 808612H 

The Petitioner asks the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) to approve 
modification of a highway-rail grade crossing under RCW 81.53.060. Modifications can include, 
but are not limited to, constructing median barriers, realigning a highway or railroad tracks, 
widening highways, constructing multiple tracks, or changes to crossing surfaces that alter the 
dimensions of an existing surface, the angle at which the tracks intersect a highway, or the vertical 
alignment of a crossing. 

City of Waitsburg 
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Signature 

P0Box35 
Mailing Address 

Waitsburg, WA 99361 
City, State and Zip Code 

Randy Hinchliffe 
Contact Person Name 

Section 1 - Petitioner's Information

509-337-6371 I administrator@cityofwaitsbura.com
Contact Phone Number and E-mail Address 
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Section 2 - Respondent's Information

Port of Columbia 
Respondent 

1 Port Wa 
Street Address 

Dayton, WA 99328 
City, State and Zip Code 

Mailing Address, if different than the street address 

Jennie Dickinson 
Contact Person Name 

509-382-2577 I jennie@portofcolumbia.or�
Contact Phone Number and E-mail Address 

CWW LLC   
Respondent 

709 N. 10th A venue 
Street Address 

Walla Walla, WA 
99362 City, State and 
Zip Code 

Mailing Address, if different than the street address 

Paul Didelius 
Contact Person Name 

509-492-3553 I pd@columbiarail.com
Contact Phone Number and E-mail Address 

2 





Section 5 - Current Highway Traffic Information

1. Name of roadway/highway Mill Race Road 
-----------------------

2. Roadway classification _M__.aJ .... ·o_r _C_ o_ l _le_c _to_r _________________ _ 

3. Road authority _....;;C;;..;;i__.ty._o""'fa...W..:..:...;;a;.;;.it""s=bu.;:;;r°""g...._ ___________________ _ 

4. Average annual daily traffic (AADT)
-------

260 

5. Number oflanes 2
-�-----

6. Roadway speed 20 mph 

7. Is the crossing part of an established truck route? Yes X No 

8. If so, trucks are what percent of total daily traffic? 10 %

9. Is the crossing part of an established school bus route? Yes X No 

10. If so, how many school buses travel over the crossing each day?_4 ____ _

---

11. Describe any changes to the information in 1 through 10, above, expected within ten years:
No significant changes anticipated. 

Section 6 - Description of Public Safety Need

Describe and support the public safety need for the proposed changes. (RCW 81.53.060) 

C rossing Geometry: 
Horizontal Alignment-The existing roadway intersects the crossing at approximately a 35 degree 
angle with a 120' radius curve approaching the crossing from the southwest. The crossing angle 
will remain unchanged due to existing site and right of way constraints, however the curve radius 
approaching the tracks will be increased to 160' to improve sight distance. 
The existing road width of approximately 20 feet will be increased to 30' which allows the 
increase in approach radii and improved sight distance. 

Vertical Alignment-The existing roadway approach slopes vary from 4% to 6%. The approach 
slopes are being flattened to approximately 0.4%. 

Pavement surface: The existing pavement surface at the crossing is in poor condition and will be 
replaced. 
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