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SCHEDULE 65 
INTERCONNECTION STANDARDS 

WASHINGTON 
 
(1) Definitions

 
:  See WAC 480-108-010. 

(2) Applicability
(a) Tier 1.  Interconnection of a generating facility will use Tier 1 processes and 

technical requirements if the proposed generating facility meets all of the 
following criteria: 

:  

i. Uses inverter-based interconnection equipment; 
ii. Is single phase; 
iii. Has a nameplate capacity of 25 kW or less; 
iv. Is proposed for interconnection at secondary voltages (600 V class); 
v. Requires no construction or upgrades to Company facilities, other than 

meter changes; 
vi. The aggregated generating capacity on the service wire does not exceed 

the service wire capability; 
vii. The aggregated generating capacity on the transformer secondary does 

not exceed the nameplate of the transformer; 
viii. If proposed to be interconnected on a center tap neutral of a 240 volt 

service, its addition shall not create an imbalance between the two sides 
of the 240 volt service of more than 5 kVA; and 

ix. The aggregated nameplate capacity of all generating facilities on any line 
section does not exceed fifteen percent of the line section annual peak 
load as most recently measured or calculated for that line section, or 
fifteen percent of the circuit annual peak load as most recently measured 
or calculated for the circuit.  For the purposes of this subsection: 

A. "All generating facilities" means all interconnected generating 
facilities, the proposed generating facility, and all other proposed 
generating facilities already in the queue defined in WAC 480-108-
030(7); and 

B. "Line section" means that portion of an electric system connected 
to the generating facility and bounded by sectionalizing devices or 
the end of the distribution line. 
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AVISTA  CORPORATION 
dba  Avista Utilities 

SCHEDULE 65 – INTERCONNECTION STANDARDS – continued 
 
(b) Tier 2.  Interconnection of a generating facility will use Tier 2 processes and 

technical requirements if the proposed generating facility meets all of the 
following criteria: 

i. It does not qualify for Tier 1 interconnection applicability requirements; 
ii. Has a nameplate capacity of 500 kW or less; 
iii. Is proposed for interconnection to an electric system distribution facility 

operated at or below 38 kV class; 
iv. Is not a synchronous generator; 
v. If it is proposed to be interconnected on a shared secondary, the 

aggregate generating capacity on the shared secondary, including the 
proposed generating facility, must not exceed the lesser of the service 
wire capability or the nameplate of the transformer; 

vi. The aggregated nameplate capacity of all generating facilities on any line 
section does not exceed fifteen percent of the line section annual peak 
load as most recently measured or calculated for that line section, or 
fifteen percent of the circuit annual peak load as most recently measured 
or calculated for the circuit.  For the purposes of this subsection: 

A. "All generating facilities" means all interconnected generating 
facilities, the proposed generating facility, and other proposed 
generating facilities already in the queue defined in WAC 480-108-
030(7); and 

B. "Line section" means that portion of an electric system connected 
to the generating facility and bounded by sectionalizing devices or 
the end of the distribution line; 

vii. Any upgrades required to the electric system must fall within the 
requirements in WAC 480-108-020(2)(b)(ii); 

viii. For interconnection of a proposed generating facility to the load side of 
spot network protectors, the proposed generating facility must utilize an 
inverter.  The aggregate nameplate capacity of all inverter-based systems 
must not exceed the smaller of five percent of a spot network's maximum 
load or 50 kW; 

ix. The aggregated nameplate capacity of existing and proposed generating 
facilities must not contribute more than ten percent to the distribution 
circuit's maximum fault current at the point on the primary voltage 
distribution line nearest the point of interconnection; and 

x. The generating facility's point of interconnection must not be on a circuit 
where the available short circuit current, with or without the proposed 
generating facility, exceeds 87.5 percent of the interrupting capability of 
the Company's protective devices and equipment (including substation 
breakers, fuse cutouts, and line reclosers). 
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SCHEDULE 65 – INTERCONNECTION STANDARDS – continued 
 

(c) Tier 3.  Interconnection of a generating facility will use Tier 3 processes and 
technical requirements if the proposed generating facility does not qualify for Tier 
1 or Tier 2. 
 

(3) Technical requirements:
(a) Tier 1 Disconnect Switch Credit -   If the Interconnection Customer chooses to 

install a visible, lockable AC disconnect switch the Company will give the 
Customer a credit of $150 to offset a portion of the cost to install the production 
meter. 

 See WAC 480-108-020(2) 

 
(4) Application process and timelines: 

(a) Application fees.  Interconnection customers will be charged an application fee 
of $100 for facilities 0 to 25 KW, $500 for facilities 26 – 500 KW, and $1,000 for 
facilities 501 kW – 20 MW.  The application fee shall be paid to the Company 
when the interconnection customer submits its application.  If an application is 
withdrawn, the application fee shall be applied to a request for reapplication 
submitted within thirty business days of the withdrawal.  

See WAC 480-108-030.   

 
(5) General conditions:
 

 See WAC 480-108-040 

(6) Completion of interconnection process.
The interconnection process is complete and the generating facility can begin 
operation when: 

  

(a) The interconnection customer and the Company execute an interconnection 
agreement; 

(b) The interconnection customer provides, and the Company issues written 
approval for, a certificate of completion demonstrating: 

i. The receipt of any required electrical and building permits, and installation 
in compliance with electrical and local building codes; 

ii. Installation in compliance with the technical requirements for 
interconnection in this chapter; 

iii. Inspection and approval of the system by the electrical inspector having 
jurisdiction over the installation. 

(c) All required agreements with the balancing area authority having jurisdiction, and 
all agreements covering the purchase, sale or transport of electricity and 
provision of any ancillary services have been completed and signed by all 
parties; 

(d) Witness test.  If required by the Company, a representative of the Company 
witnesses and approves the operation of the generating facility in accordance 
with the requirements of this chapter; and 

(e) All requirements and conditions of the interconnection agreement have been 
satisfied and permission granted by the Company to proceed with commercial 
operation. 

(N) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(N) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECEIVED
OCT. 21, 2013

WA. UT. &
TRANS. COMM.

ORIGINAL

131968
SUB 12/13/13



 

 

 
 Issued December 13, 2013 Effective January 1, 2014 

 Issued by  Avista Corporation  
 By Kelly Norwood,  V.P., State & Federal Regulation 

 

  
   
 WN U-28 Substitute Original Sheet 65C 

 
  
  

AVISTA  CORPORATION 
dba  Avista Utilities 

SCHEDULE 65 – INTERCONNECTION STANDARDS - continued 
 
Schedule 65 – Referenced Agreements and Certificates: 
 
500 kW and smaller  
1.  0 kW to 500 kW - Interconnection Process 
 
2.  0 kW to 500 kW - Requirement A - WUTC Application 
 
3.  0 kW to 500 kW - Requirement B - Interconnection Agreement 
 
4.  26 kW to 500 kW - Requirement C - Feasibility Study Agreement 
 
5.  0 kW to 500 kW - Requirement D - Certificate of Completion 
 
Greater than 500 kW to 20 MW 
1.  Greater than 500 kW to 20 MW - Interconnection Process 
 
2.  Greater than 500 kW to 20 MW - Attachment 2 - Requirement A - Interconnection 
Request 
 
3.  Greater than 500 kW to 20 MW - Attachment 3 - Requirement B - Feasibility Study 
Agreement  
 
4.  Greater than 500 kW to 20 MW - Attachment 4 - Requirement C - System Impact 
Study Agreement 
 
5.  Greater than 500 kW to 20 MW - Attachment 5 - Requirement D - Facilities Study 
Agreement 
 
6.  Greater than 500 kW to 20 MW - Requirement E - Construction Agreement (SEE 
REQUIREMENT F, Interconnection Agreement) 
 
7.  Greater than 500 kW to 20 MW - Attachment 6 - Requirement F - Interconnection 
Agreement 
 
8.  Greater than 500 kW to 20 MW -  Attachment 7 - Requirement G - Certificate of 
Completion 
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SCHEDULE 65 – INTERCONNECTION STANDARDS - continued 
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SCHEDULE 65 – INTERCONNECTION STANDARDS - continued 
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SCHEDULE 65 – INTERCONNECTION STANDARDS - continued 
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