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December 8,1999

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
1300 S. Evergreen Park Dnve S. W.
P.O. Box 4725A
Olr:rnpia. \\'ashin5.rn 9 85C+ -7 :5A

Attention: Ms. Carole Washburn, Executive Secretary

DOCKET NO. UE-991606
DOCKET NO. UG-99T607

Enclosed for submission to the Commission is a Petition to Intervene in the Avista Electric and
Natural Gas Rate Filings, Docket's UE-991606 and UG-9916a7, completed pursuant to WAC 480-
09-430.

Spokane Neighborhood Programs will join the Pre-Hearing Conference via telephone over the
conference bridge.

Questions regarding this submission should be directed to Don Andr6 at 509-744-3320 ext. 208.

Sincerelv,

)\ it l.
,Or'L -{ n'rlLc

Don Andr6
Assistant Director, Housing Improvements
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Before the Washington Utilities and
Transportation Commis sion

In the Matter of the Avista Corporation
Electric and Natural Gas Rate Filings

uE-991606
uG-991607

Petition for Intervention

Spokane Neighborhood r\cuon Programs (SNAP) hcrcbr, requcsts permissron tr-r

inten'ene in the above referenced proceeding concemrng thc ,\r'ista ratc frlinirs.

The Petitioner

SNAP is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporatron. SNAP's mission is ro provide
opportunittes, resourccs, and setr.ices to lorv-income and highly',,ulnerable pcrsons in a

lnanncr rvhich enhances digniq'and encouragcs self-sufficicno.. 'l'hror-rghout Spokane
Countl', SNr\P sen-ices irnprovc the lir-es of famrhes hving rn povcrt\,, lorv-incomc cldcrly
pcrsons, and the homcless. For the past thu'ty years, SN,\P has sen cd as a resource and
adr.ocate for these groups. During 1999, SNAP sen,ed 8,921 houscholds tn Spokane Counq..
SNAP has 96 employees and uses the talents and serr-ices of over 400 volunteers each year.
As a cotnmuniq, 2.6on agenc\r, SNAP's board consists of one tht'd elccted officials, one
third lorv-income representatir.es, and onc third represcnt the communit\, at large.

Previousl.y, SNAP intervcned in the proceeding follorvins Washington Water
Powet's declaration of intent to merge rvith Sierra Pacific Resourccs. Since 1986, SNAP has
playcd an integral role in the dcsign and lrrplementation of r\r.ista's dcmand side
management and affordabilrtv programs. SNAP's primarl,business address is 2116 lrast
Frst, Spokane, WA 99202.

Our Interests

SNAP represents thc interests of lorv-income peoplc in Spokane (lounti,. J)ovcrtr-
rates fot Spokane Counfl. exceed statc, tcgional and national levcls. 'I'he tht'd lcgislauve
district, rvhrch includes dorvntorvn Spokane, has thc lorvest pcr capita income of ant, drstnct
in the state. According to OF-I\{ esumates approximately 54,000 Counh, rcsidents ',vere

lir.ing belorv the por.erh line rn 1997 . The interests of this largc population rvithin Ar.ista's
senice territorl are unique and substanual; thei. warrant spccial rcprcscntation. r\s a long-
term pror.ider of a rvidc rangc of senices to lorv-income households, SNAP possesses
cxceptional kno''vledgc of the dailr' challenges our clients face. SNAP has a historv of
advocating for lorv-incotnc interests as energ\.policr, altematir.es and stratcgics are assessed.

The iarge rate and sen'ice charge increases sought b1,r\r.ista lvill profoundly affcct
lorv-income people. l'his increased energy burden may result in a decline in health and
safe$', as -,vell as force incteased trade offs betrveen heat, foocl, medicine and other basic
needs. Finallv, Avista may see increased costs through more shut offs and the resultrng
termination and reconnection costs. Larger arrearages, uncollcctables, and increascd
collection costs ma\r also rcsult from the proposcd rate increases.



Intervention

SN,\P does not seek to delay thrs proceeding or to preludice au, partl through its
inten ention. Nor do rve seek to broaden unduly the issues bcing considcrcd in this dockct.
SNAP 'uvill represent itself in this proceeding and ma1, conduct discover-',, of r\l.ista. SN,\P, in
collaboratton rvith thc other patties to the case, will investigate strategies to reduce thc
impact of :ir,te changes on lorv-income persons and families. SNAP submrts that our
inten'ention r'vill assist the Commrssion and other partics in deliberations concerning Avista's
rate filing.

Service of Documents

SNAP requests that all documcnts in this proceeding bc scn.ed on:

Don Andr6
Assistant Dircctor, Housing Improvernents
Spokane Ncighborhood r\cuon Programs
212 West Sccond Ar-enue, Suitc 100

Spokane, !7A 99201 -3501

Conclusion

For the foregoing reasofls, SNr\P requests the Commrssion to $ant this peuuon for
inten ention.

DATED ttr, fu/tdayof i)tcr.rtbtr- ,19gg.

Respectfully subrntted,
Spokane Ncighborhood Actron Programs
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Don Andr6
212 Wcst Sccond r\r'cnue, Suitc 100

Spokane, \)fA 99201 -3501
(509) 744-3370 ext. 208


