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Commission in this Docket. The parties will be able to investigate whether Avista,soverhead expenses are properly allocated without examining ine Ooots of thetelecommunications subsidiary. The investigation snouto no"t go furthei

coNSoLlDATloN: The prehearing conference was a joint hearing in thetwo dockets listed above. The commission staffhoved to consolidaie the two filings; allparties agreed that this was appropriate. Avista inJrcated that it had structured thepresentation of its filings following an assumption that the two woulJ oe'consotidated.Counsel for Public Counsel and the intervenors inJi""t"o that it would be easier forparties with limited resources to participate if the two f roceedings were consolidated.

lT lS HEREBY ORDERED That the three above-entitled applications areconsolidated for hearing and determination. The Commission ,"r"*". the right to holdsuch separate hearings and to enter separate orders in the individual matters as it maydeem appropriate.

COPIES OF PREFILED EVIDENCE: Parties must provide 24 copies of alldocuments, or such other quantity as the Commission may specify by letter. Allmaterials filed in this case, including prefiled testimony and exhibiis, must also beprovided by e-mail attachment or upon computer diskette in an IBM-compatible format.

The parties are reminded that all testimony, exhibits, and pleadings filedwith the Commission must be three-hole punched.

ISSUES: A well-developed general rate case will necessarily examine
many important issues' At the outset of thi case, the Commission wants to be sure thatcertain issues are not overlooked, given the importance and complexity of all the otherrate-case matters. Avista and its predecessor Washington Water power recenly offeredpilot programs to gain experience with various forms of customer choice or competition inelectricity services.

The Commission would like to understand how, or if, information gleaned
from these experiments has been used in the design and cost-analysii of the servicesand tariffs examined in this proceeding. Specificaliy, are unbundled distribution and/orother services necessary to provide a delivery-only electricity service proposed orexamined? Are any "resource portfolio" type serviies proposed or examined? lf anyparties make proposals or take positions-on these issues that have been informed byexperience gained from the pilot programs, the Commission requests that they soindicate in their testimony. The Commission also would like the.orp"ny to direct it toany portions of the testimony that indicate how the company's plans or design of its ratestake into account the effect of net metering or possible iutuie technologies.
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