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Union investigators believe crewing
provider has been making cadets pay
for jobs to earn seafaring papers

Bob Rust
Osic

A ship arrest at Port Sudan has
turned the spotlight towards
piactices in the (ndian crewing
business.

Three cade vafarer: on the

they have bi

crewing companies for the prive
ilege of working, and documented
the ransactions for the Interna-
tionul ‘fransport Workers' Federa-
tion {ITF] trade union.
Mumbai-based crewing apgent
arinezone Shipping Services
and Haiphong )hlpownev' NHK
Shipping c
Brigesh Kannan Abidas Pa
and Jeyapiakash Ebi Andrews as

faked documents about th
days alter they spoke to the T

The Chailene, lilk
in the fleet of NHK ¢
owned by 1JS-Vietnamese com-
pany HN Global Shippiug. aAn
NHK official told TradeWinds
that the company was set up Jast
T as the operator of four ships
HN Global acquired frum
namese bulker owner Tan

rf)ulced rhmugh Ma

“Wwe huve never asked any !
to pay' INR 600 [$7.25| per montl
regarding their sign-off update,*
wrote an official of Marine
whe did 1ot sigu theit name
official added that the compiains
ants "are twmnishing the good
image of bur fism with respect to
personal henefi which our coru-
pany management team ace stili
not able to understand”,

*What the iTF said ig hot true,”
NHK official LK Tuan told Trade-
‘Winds, insisting that crew wel-
tare on the vessel is good,

But ITF flay of convenience
campaign consultant John Wood
belivwves
there in black and white
“And what don’t talk, don’t

Bank statements und

mies-
\agmg records apparently show

crewing  agents dpm.lndlng
montily payments of INR 600 in
veturn for updating ¢rew record
boeks, in addition to an INR
400,000 ($4,840) “joining fee”,
with funds going Lo Marinezone
affiliates Unigro Shipping and Al-
Buzair Marine Services.

Union officials said Unigro dis-
uppeared after complaines to
indian shipping authorities, Sea-
farers visited Al-Huzair's listed
physical address in Mumbai and
did not find it.

At "poverty wages™ af 5270 to
3400 per month, the union noterl
that the *joining fec” exceeded a
vear’s salary, but said the cadets
were able to draw on family
resources to pay it inoider to

© earn documented service at sea.

The seafa
August and D
and finally were

signed on in
mber of 2021,
repatriated to
the midst of »

""‘ht’y pdld Tor their jobs,” aud
Wood, who learned of the alleged
pay-to-work deal by accideni

members and thetr difficulties in
winning repatriation. He was
aghast.

“'Why would )nu pay that
much?™® he askec
have to work yaars ta nntbacl\.'

“To ger our tickets® was the
answer, referring to the licences
that they could receive based in
part on the “sea-service confiri-

ation” that a crewing agency hs
a duty (o provide to the Indian
Directorate General of Shipping.
In an email that TradeWinds
has seen, Hong Kong claims buss
Quentin Drew of the Westl of
England P&I Club wiote: *If the
facts as described by the IT¥ a1e

indeed true, the situation is
unacceptable snd it is very
important that this matter is
redressed in the seafarers’ favour

du otherwise may have
reputlational repercussions on
the shipowners, which we aye

sure they would wish to avoid
and which would doubtless be
unacaeptable to them.”

told TladeWmds that the
had *been made aware of allegi-
tions from crew members con-
¢erning aspects of their cont
rual employment and has b
liaison with the ITF
owndrs. Should the clu
time Labour Convention certific-
ation be tngaged, then we will of
course respond accordingly.!

In documents provided by Mar
‘nezone, themasted of the Che
lene faults the three cadets for
complaining, spreading rumours
about the comipany, keeping
untidy ¢abins and not cutting
their hain

‘The Crewms agent sdds that on
one occasion they helped theni-
selves to “coastguard wetipong”
for an unauthorised photo shoot
that elicited "stringent action®
from the r‘hmh.m s masler.
gesh Kanuun
ying Marinézonie
ed falre(l documents
ubout him within twa davs af
learning the ITI had been ¢
tacted,

Unlike the unlicensed Viet-
namese ¢rew, he and his indian
colleagues spoke English when
they joined the vessel and had
completed i relevant thriee-year
colicge degrue.

“We have been v good on
board,” he wrote, *Thé photlos
they pasted [are} in Sudan where
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we were asking |to] sign off. with
‘the permission of the armed
guards, we used the armed gun
for photos.”

Tuan characterised NHK's

s four ships
du _ngf_ first ye-ar'in husi
and -suspects fraud o
an lndian charlerer. .
The 28,200 dwt Charle:

" sugar'AIS recards <how the
,v9$sel arrf‘vﬁﬁ'lad
* Sudan 0n'30 Augu

Anope tional source with

nﬁfor]natno about the dlspute -‘—|

said Rika Glabal Impex's claim 1s

J T o
Has!yeau‘nw S-Vietname
s

“The

employment of Indian cadets as
"help". Aspiring seafarers with no
experience “work on our vessel to
upgrade their competence
licences to find better job

'But NHK'reJectls the clair
gmuany_oﬁl_ Lh

Vinds that car
n.nevnd'ence that sea

hm%yvnq HN Global Sh
hree handaes and one

n the range of $15m. Vessets-
~ Value estimates the Chartene to
be wol’th 6. Olrn. '
The arresting party told a

Sudansse court that the Charle- .

ne's cargo was spoiled by mons-

supramax have an everagrz age of
23 years,

S . fraud-'in the
‘W‘"g._ e believes the

chances”. “(We| will stop our help
if they continue to complain
more,” Tuan said. “We please
repeat that all crews’ welfare is
well)”

andits lawyers are suspi ious ol

 receiver are all part of the same
group.
“The claim was rejected by us

Re{érence,sources list the owner [and the] vessel‘s P&I because not

of HN Global as Hau' Mlnrnguyan
ofBoston. »
Tuan told T TradeWm :

LSSl

~ only. [was there] nmevuience of
chloride in cargo samples test, but

¢ alsoall b_ul‘ds/hatch_es were txght

e case a'r\d sald XN _an _mail.sta‘ferﬁent
charterer shlpper angl  th

LG

(—(3 Lokesh Sindhe Mum

No reaceived you pay fi

2 crewna

il b

I 9600+9600

your side

L okesh Sindive Mum
Than | give you sign off documents

Today sir?

Office is cluse

Work from home

OFF MESSAGE: Cadet Brigesh Kannan provided ITF officials with

I
16:35 & B

l come to ofﬁce" 1636 W

tam in mumbai ¢ <,

Lrke Itin Mum
2 Ligw na

Yes sir 1640

documents including this text exchange to show he paid for monthly
stamps in his sea book: '800 x 16 we have ta pay, ,sir?' 'Yes, ‘9,600

rupees?’ 'Yes, Then ! give you sigin-off documents'

. it

ﬂurlng the voyage.

dicated that the damage was
inher'ent in the carga.

- 'NHKis represented in the arrest
‘case by its ‘P&I club, the West of

cluh has been workmg closely with

o
it members and the loca
nauthonhes to have the carguyfr

aid Al
1 rumpav_}?lﬂsearchlng for n morc a

Fhoto ITF

sugar‘dlscharged in Port Sudan.
Efforts| in that regard continue.”
Tuan tquradeV\fl'hds that th

ship heinb:gu_{ o_f'ac_tl_
than fcﬁ;' rncvr'f{.h‘s‘I

I

nnage. s o
iK's vessels are 2 mostly

d by v vetﬁ’amz‘sa‘_ahon.wlé—’
r';d Wmﬂf.haseepad"telﬁ‘r
er abour dispule. —"

. rec entfy served on the Charlene

and we recruited by Mumbai- =
based E?‘ewu\g agency Mace
wnezune Shlpang Serwuas,_ 1

The cac!ets have presented

‘documentation to the Inteina- -
tional Transport Workers' Feder-
ation (ITF} in suppart of their

_ claim that they paid crewing
agents hefty fees for thelr]nbs
and also for sea-service certifica-
tion. Marinezone and NHK have

rejected the allegations.
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