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BEFORE THE 

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	In re Application of

SEATAC SHUTTLE, LLC

d/b/a WHIDBEY SEATAC SHUTTLE

for Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity in Furnishing Passenger and Express Service
	Docket No. TC-090118

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF SETTLEMENT BY SHUTTLE  EXPRRESS, INC, AND SEATAC SHUTTLE, LLC d/b/a WHIDBEY SEATAC SHUTTLE




1 Shuttle Express, Inc. ("Shuttle Express") and SeaTac Shuttle, LLC d/b/a Whidbey SeaTac Shuttle ("SeaTac") submit this statement ("Statement") in support of the Settlement ("Settlement") filed by Shuttle Express and SeaTac on August 28, 2009, pursuant to WAC 480-07-730.   

2 The Settlement resolves a matter on which all the parties agree.  In the Settlement, SeaTac agrees to a restrictive amendment to the authority it seeks in this proceeding that will prohibit it from carrying passengers between points on Whidbey Island to Paine Field, from Paine Field to SEATAC airport and from Paine Field to Seattle.   Because the Settlement is lawful, it is in the public interest and is supported by the record and the parties and SeaTac requests the Commission to approve it.

I.
Background
3 SeaTac filed an application on January 16, 2009, in which SeaTac proposed to provide service between Paine Field and SeaTac Airport.  Shuttle Express filed a protest ("Protest") of SeaTac's application on February 13, 2009 because Shuttle Express was concerned that the application infringed upon their existing authority. Exhibit 1
4 SeaTac contacted Shuttle Express to discuss the protest.  SeaTac offered to remove all contested portions of the authority to resolve the dispute as follows:
PASSENGER SERVICE by reservation only:

AIRPORTER PASSENGER SERVICE BETWEEN: Whidbey Island and Paine Field; Paine Field and Seattle Tacoma International Airport; Seattle and Paine Field.

AUTO TRANSPORTATION SERVICE by reservation only:

BETWEEN: Whidbey Island and Seattle.

BETWEEN: Hotels and motels within a 1 mile radius of Paine Field

CLOSED DOOR SERVICE BETWEEN: Seattle and Seattle Tacoma International Airport. ​ No passengers may be transported between points in Seattle and the Seattle Tacoma International Airport.

NOTE: Nothing in this certificate authorizes transportation between Paine Field and hotels and motels within a 1 mile radius of Paine Field.

5 The full Stipulation/Settlement is attached as Exhibit 2.  SeaTac served the Stipulation/Settlement to Shuttle Express on August 27th and a representative from Shuttle Express informed SeaTac that Shuttle Express has no objection to the Settlement.
II.
The Settlement Meets the Legal Standard for Approval
6 "The commission will approve settlements when doing so is lawful, when the settlement terms are supported by an appropriate record, and when the result is consistent with the public interest in light of all the information available to the commission."  WAC 480-07-750.  The Settlement meets this standard.  
7 First, the settlement is "consistent with the public interest."  The Settlement resolves a dispute between Shuttle Express and SeaTac without requiring them to address these issues (on which they already agree) in a full-blown review of the initial order, which would be an unnecessary burden on Commission and party resources.  The Settlement will also have no adverse impact on service available the public.  SeaTac no longer seeks to provide service from Whidbey Island to Paine Field, from Paine Field to SEATAC airport and from Paine Field to Seattle. 
8 Second, the proposed Settlement is permitted by law.  It is not presented for any improper purpose and is solely an effort by the parties to resolve a disputed issue efficiently.
Third, the Settlement is supported by the record.  Shuttle Express and SeaTac filed the Settlement to Records at the UTC on August 28, 2009.

III.
Conclusion

9 For the foregoing reasons, Shuttle Express and SeaTac respectfully request that the Commission approve the Settlement as presented, with an effective date as soon as possible.
DATED this 28th Day of August, 2009.

	SHUTTLE EXPRESS, INC.
Printed Name: _________________
Signature:____________________
Title:________________________

	SEATAC SHUTTLE, LLC d/b/a WHIDBEY SEATAC SHUTTLE

Printed Name: _________________
Signature:____________________
Title:________________________
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