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Michelle Mulrony

Regional Planner and Grant Manager
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Central Region Office
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Union Gap, WA 98903-0009

RE: Kittitas County’s Comprehensive Solid Waste and Moderate Risk Waste Management
Plan, For Years 2026-2031
Docket TG-260645

Dear Michelle Mulrony:

Thank you for filing Kittitas County’s 2026-2031 Comprehensive Solid Waste and Moderate
Risk Waste Management Plan (Plan) and providing Appendix I for the Commission cost
assessment questionnaire.

The Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) has completed its
review of preliminary draft of the Kittitas County Solid Waste and Moderate Risk Waste
Management Plan.

The Plan reports the Commission-regulated company providing service in the County is Waste
Management of Washington, Inc. (Waste Management) (G-237).

The 2026-2031 Plan provides an analysis for the basis for projected tipping fee rate increases
over the planning period. Projected tipping fee rates are subject to change depending on actual
revenues and expenditure each year. The 2026-2031 Plan estimated the tip fee annual growth
rate of 4 percent. The tip fee is set by Waste Management. The Table below outlines planning-
level estimates of the tipping fees. Commission staff (Staff) would like to point out that the
customer counts were not included in the plan and that the tipping fee projections for the next six
years were not included. Staff highly recommends that these items are included within the Plan.
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Tipping Fee Forecast
2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031
Tipping
Fee Total | $8,764,859 | §9,115,453 | $9,480,071 | $9,859,274 | $10,253,645 | $10,663,791 | $11,090,342

Waste Management is the only Commission-regulated solid waste collection company that
operates in and near Kittitas County. It offers curbside garbage collection, recycling service and
organics collection. For the entire 2025-2031 period of the Plan, the County has provided the
forecasted tonnages of curbside garbage collection, curbside recycling tonnages, and organics
residential curbside collection. However, the Plan did not include the number of customers. The
County stated that “at the time of this planning effort, Waste Management's approximation for
number of curbside collection customers was not available, so it cannot be included in this
document.”

RCW 81.77.195 states, upon request of a county, the commission may approve rates, charges, or
services at a discount for low-income seniors and low-income customers. The expenses and lost
revenues as a result of these discounts must be included in the Company’s cost of service and
recovered in rates to other customers. However, the County has not provided guidance or support
for these rates in the current Plan. The Commission has been receiving more public comments
expressing a wish for low-income senior and low-income customer rates, Staff would highly
recommend the County to consider discounted rates. With the understanding that it is not
included in the current Plan, Staff offers the assistance we can provide when the time comes for
discussions with commission-regulated haulers for low-income senior and low-income customer
rates.

Commission Staff has no further comment or recommendations on the County’s Plan.

Please direct questions or comments about the Commission’s Plan review process to Johan E
Kalala-Kasanda at (360) 664-1230.

Sincerely,

Jeff Killip
Executive Director and Secretary
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