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Johan Kalala-Kasanda, Regulatory Analyst
Recommendation

Issue an Order in Dockets TG-260481 and TG-260491 Suspending and Consolidating the
Petition for Accounting and Tariff Revisions, filed on June 4, 2026, Murrey’s Disposal
Company, Inc. d/b/a Olympic Disposal.

Background

On June 4, 2026, Murrey’s Disposal Company, Inc. d/b/a Olympic Disposal (Murrey’s or
Company) filed with the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) a
Petition seeking a deferred accounting order to defer the foregone regulated revenue associated
with the implementation of a low-income discount rate program in Jefferson County. Murrey’s
also filed Tariff revisions that would add a low-income discount of $10.00 per month on
residential services under item 100. The effective date of the proposed tariff revisions is August
1, 2026.

The Company serves approximately 9,285 residential, 5,172 recycling, 4,281 yard waste
customers in Jefferson County. The Company's last general rate case became effective on
December 2, 2024.

On April 20, 2026, Jefferson County Council passed Resolution 21-0420-26R, the resolution
adopts a low- income discount for curbside collection of garbage and recyclables.

RCW 81.77.195 lays out the process of how low-income rates can be applied at the Commission.
It states:

Upon request of a county, the commission may approve rates, charges, or services
at a discount for low-income senior customers and low-income customers, as
adopted by the county in its comprehensive solid waste management plan.
Expenses and lost revenues as a result of these discounts must be included in the
company's cost of service and recovered in rates to other customers. !

Discussion

Staff reviewed all supporting documents filed in the dockets and reviewed the current solid waste
management plan (Plan or SWMP) for Jefferson County. The SWMP does not adopt low-income

'RCW 81.77.195 (emphasis added).
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rates. The SWMP instead offers low-income rates as an alternative not adopted by the County.
The County ordinance provided by Murrey’s does, however, adopt low-income rates.

Commission staff (Staff) is aware of no legal authority that allows an ordinance like the one
adopted by Jefferson County to substitute for the County’s SWMP. Accordingly, Staff advised
the Company that the County must adopt the low-income rate in its SWMP before the
Commission may approve low-income rates under RCW 81.77.195. As Jefferson County has not
yet done so, Staff recommended to the Company that it withdraw the filings and refile them as
soon as the County updates its SWMP to adopt low-income rates. The Company respectfully
declined to do so.

The Petition for an accounting order and the tariff revisions both concern the same subject
matter: Murrey’s low-income rate program. Staff, accordingly, recommends that the
Commission consolidate them and consider them together. Because the tariff filings will become
effective by operation of law unless the Commission suspends them, Staff recommends that the
Commission suspend them and set them for adjudication so that the Commission may decide the
legal questions related to the Petition and Tariff filing.

Conclusion

Issue an Order in Dockets TG-260481 and TG-260491 Suspending and Consolidating the
Petition for Accounting and Tariff Revisions, filed on June 4, 2026, Murrey’s Disposal
Company, Inc. d/b/a Olympic Disposal.
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