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DECLARATION OF JASON HOXIT 

 

 

  

 

I, Jason Hoxit, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington, declare as 

follows: 

1. I am over 18 years of age and competent to testify to the facts contained herein. 

2. I am employed by the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (Commission) 

as a compliance investigator in the Transportation Safety Division. As a compliance 

investigator, my responsibilities include conducting investigations into the operations of 

regulated and unregulated transportation companies. As part of those duties, I investigate 

charter party or excursion service carriers that may be operating without the required 

Commission-issued certificate. 

3. On February 3, 2022, I searched Washington Department of Revenue’s Business Licensing 

Service (DOR), which produced records showing Martin’s Gorge Tours, LLC, (Martin’s 

Gorge Tours or Company) in active status in the state of Washington.1 DOR’s records 

provided UBI: 604-583-723; listed 730 NE Bone Road, Stevenson, Washington, 98648, as 

both the location and mailing address; and identified Martin Hecht as the governing person.2 

4. On February 3, 2022, I searched Washington Secretary of State’s (SOS) database, which 

produced records showing that Martin’s Gorge Tours had an active account.3 SOS’s records 

provided UBI: 604-583-723; listed 730 NE Bone Road, Stevenson, Washington, 98648, as 

both the street and mailing address; and identified Martin Hecht as the governing person.4 

5. On February 18, 2022, I mailed a compliance letter to Martin’s Gorge Tours, which explains 

that Commission staff (Staff) believes Martin’s Gorge Tours is operating as a charter party 

 
1 See Attachment A for a copy of DOR records, captured on February 3, 2022. 

2 Id. 

3 See Attachment B for a copy of SOS records, captured on July 20, 2021. 

4 Id. 
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or excursion service carrier in the state of Washington without the required certificate. The 

compliance letter required a written response from the Company by March 4, 2022.5  

6. On February 25, 2022, Martin’s Gorge Tours received the compliance letter at 730 NE Bone 

Road, Stevenson, Washington, 98648.6 The Company never submitted a written response to 

Staff. 

7. On April 26, 2022, I searched Commission records, which showed that Martin’s Gorge 

Tours did not have the required authority to provide charter party or excursion carrier 

service in the state of Washington.7 

8. On April 26, 2022, I visited the Company’s website, www.martinsgorgetours.com. Under 

the website’s “Book Tour” page, I submitted a reservation request seeking transportation for 

10 passengers from the Skamania Lodge in Stevenson, Washington, to various local 

wineries on June 3, 2022.8 After submitting the request, I received a confirmation email 

from Martin Hecht at reservations@martinsgorgetours.com.9 

9. On April 26, 2022, I received emails from Martin Hecht at martin@martinsgorgetours.com, 

in which the Company states it is available to provide transportation for a wine tour on June 

3, 2022, provides individual passenger rates of $130 for the “Standard wine tour” and $180 

for the “Premium tour,” and states “[o]ur 14 passenger coach will provide more than 

adequate safety and comfort for your group of 10+/- guests.”10 Martin’s Gorge Tours lists 

phone numbers (503) 349-1323 and (541) 400-8023 in the email.11 

10. On May 5, 2022, I received a text message from phone number (503) 349-1323. In the 

message, Martin’s Gorge Tours inquires if I would like “to further tour arrangements for 

Friday, 6/3,” and informs me that the Company has “had other interest in scheduling this 

date.”12 

11. On May 20, 2022, I visited the Company’s website, www.martinsgorgetours.com. On the 

homepage, Martin’s Gorge Tours advertises “Wine Tours in Oregon & Washington” in 

addition to tours in the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area for “Waterfall & 

Wildflower, Winery, Brewery & Cider, Guided Hikes, Scenic Drives, [and] Combination 

 
5 See Attachment C for a copy of the compliance letter, dated February 18, 2022. 

6 See Attachment D for a copy of the certified mail receipt, signed on February 25, 2022. 

7 See Attachment E for a copy of Commission records documenting the Company’s unregulated 

status, captured on April 26, 2022. 

8 See Attachment F for a copy of the reservation request submitted through the Company’s website 

on April 26, 2022. 

9 See Attachment G for a copy of the confirmation email received on April 26, 2022. 

10 See Attachment H for a copy of emails from Martin’s Gorge Tours on April 26, 2022. 

11 Id. 

12 See Attachment I for a copy of the text message from the Company on May 5, 2022. 

http://www.martinsgorgetours.com/
mailto:reservations@martinsgorgetours.com
mailto:martin@martinsgorgetours.com
http://www.martinsgorgetours.com/
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Tours.” 13 Under the website’s “Shuttle and Charter Services” page, Martin’s Gorge Tours 

advertises “20 Passenger, 14 Passenger or 6 Passenger Vehicles and Drivers for Shuttle 

Service and Tours.”14 On the website’s “Contact Martin’s Gorge Tours” page, the Company 

provides a picture of a Ford Econoline shuttle bus with license plate number 468-XNY,15 

lists phone number (503) 349-1323, and provides the address of 730 NE Bone Road, 

Stevenson, Washington, 98648.16 

12. On May 20, 2022, I visited the Company’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/Martins-

Gorge-Tours-104339642952232, which provides the Company’s website of 

www.martinsgorgetours.com, lists phone number (503) 349-1323, and provides email 

martin@martinsgorgetours.com.17 On April 30, 2022, Martin’s Gorge Tours posted the 

caption “We shuttled this group from Skamania Lodge [in Stevenson, Washington] for their 

golf retreat at Elk Ridge [in Carson, Washington]” and provided a picture of 20 people.18  

13. On May 20, 2022, I searched Commission records, which showed that Martin’s Gorge Tours 

does not have the required authority to provide charter party or excursion carrier service in 

the state of Washington.19 

14. Based on paragraphs 3 through 13 above, Staff finds that Martin’s Gorge Tours is operating 

as a charter party or excursion service carrier in the state of Washington without first 

obtaining the required certificate from the Commission. 

 

DATED this 19th day of October 2022, at Lacey, Washington. 

 

 

     /s/ Jason Hoxit       

JASON HOXIT

 
13 See Attachment J for a copy of the Company’s homepage, captured on May 20, 2022. 

14 See Attachment K for a copy of the “Shuttle and Charter Services” page on the Company’s 

website, captured on May 20, 2022. 

15 See Attachment L for vehicle information on the 1996 Ford Econoline shuttle bus with license 

plate number 468-XNY, registered to Martins Hike and Bike LLC at 730 NE Bone Road, Stevenson, 

Washington, 98648, captured on April 26, 2022. 

16 See Attachment M for a copy of the “Contact Martin’s Gorge Tours” page on the Company’s 

website, captured on May 20, 2022. 

17 See Attachment N for a copy of the Company’s Facebook page, captured on May 20, 2022. 

18 See Attachment O for a copy of the Company’s Facebook post on April 30, 2022, captured on 

May 20, 2022. 

19 See Attachment P for a copy of Commission records documenting the Company’s unregulated 

status, captured on May 20, 2022. 

http://www.facebook.com/Martins-Gorge-Tours-104339642952232
http://www.facebook.com/Martins-Gorge-Tours-104339642952232
http://www.martinsgorgetours.com/
mailto:martin@martinsgorgetours.com
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