Department of Public Services

Phone: 360-249-4222
Fax:  360-249-3203

100 West Broadway; Suite 31
Montesano, Washington 98563
www.co.grays-harbor.wa.us

GRAYS HARBOR COUNTY

STATE OF WASHINGTON

February 14, 2011

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission

1300 S. Evergreen Park Drive S.W.

P. 0. Box 47250

Olympia, WA 98504-7250

Attn: David Donner .
Executive Director and Secretary
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RE: TR-110157- Hewitt Street (USDOT #096647C) ‘
TR-110162- North 17" Street (USDOT #096641X)
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Dear Mr. Donner:
Grays Harbor County does not support the petitions seeking to close these two railroad crossings.

These roads provide access to areas with the potential for development. The traffic volumes will increase in the
future.

These roads provide the most direct route for many existing homes, businesses and services. They also provide an
alternative access for emergency services when long trains block adjacent crossings. Both of these crossings are 90°
crossings whereas the adjacent crossings are angled.

Grays Harbor County requests your support in opposing these petitions. | am attaching a recent article from the
Montesano Vidette concerning these proposed closures.

L;u
Russell D. Esses, P.E.
County Road Engineer
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. : ) Contributed
Jesse Latch of Montesano led an effort to improve a trail at Lake
Sylvia State Park to earn his Eagle Scout rank.
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Train plan
miffs Elma

Proposed closures
not well received

By Tommi HALVORSEN GATLIN |
Vidette Reporter

ELMA — The Elma City Council
was no happier Monday at the sugges-
tion of closing several street Crossings
to accommodate train traffic than when
the issue arose last spring.

The Puget Sound'& Pacific Railroad,
headquartered in Elma, has petitioned

See Train on A-3

Audit finds

police fraud
Auditor’s Office
agrees with WSP

By LE1r NESHEIM
Vidette Editor

MONTESANO — A sute fraud
investigation found evidence of misap-
propriation in the city’s police depart-
ment too




ONTESANO, WASHINGTON

Train:

Continued from A-1

the regulatory state Utilities and
Transportation Commission to
close three crossings inside Elma
and another the city shares with
Grays Harbor County.

- The council directed a Jetter
be sent strongly opposing clo-
sures of any crossing at North
Second, North Fifth and North
10th streets, as well as.North
17th Street bordering the town.

A train on the east-west tracks
through town can cut off some
500 residents on the north side.
Because’ emergency vehicles
‘would be blocked from getting
to a fire or person in medical
distress on that side, the city for
a while explored building a sub-
station on that side,

Residents have also expressed .

deep displeasure * at being
blocked when trains have
stopped, sometimes for more
than an hour, though that’s
improved since a public-meeting
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on those concerns last May. But
train waffic .from the Port of
Grays Harbor is expected to
increase,

Documents  railroad general
manager Steve Hefley submitted
to the commission in January
request the closures inside town

for the same reasons: “improv-.

ing public safety by reducing the
potential for train/vehicle cross
ing accidents, reducing railroad
maintenance cost and improving
railroad operations.”

Not good enough Monday for
the council, Police Chief Jeff
Troumbley and some audience
members, though. They espe-
cially weren’t buying the notion
of improved safety.

“Treally don’t think any of our
positions have changed.” Coun-
cilman Jim Sorensen said, and
Councilman Tom Boling gave
some reasons why.

If the 10th Street Ccrossing
along the route to the city’s base-
ball park is closed, “they’re going

10 have to put up a 10-foot-high

fence and totally enclose the

“other crossin as, “they ar

-

park.” Boling said. “Those kids

are ... going over the tracks,
And, “we're going to have to
put a stoplight at 11th and Wake-

field because when they have -

tournaments, people that live
around there know what it's
going to be like o try to getout
on 11th Street” Boling added.

He also said impact  fees
would be veeded, as nuich as
$1.5 million for closing the Sec-
ond Street crossing alons. And
there would be problems for
school buses, said Boling, Elma
School District’s transportation
director.

Besides safety worries at the
10th Street crossing, “when we
have floods down there, we have
bad floods down there,” Troum-
bley said. “And there’s no way to
get-inand out of there, except
sometimes down 10th Street””

Trownbley said his officers
also have reservations about
closing the 17th Streat Crossing
because when a train blocks the

2 able to

gain access” there.

Forest:

Continued from A-1

Howard said. “Yeah, there’s a lot
of money in the bank, but it's not
Just for anything.”

He objected to callin g vehicles
and street repair capital improve-
ments. City Administrator Kristy
Powell said vehicles are consid-
ered “rolling stock, which is
operational capital,” while street
repair is necessary city infra-
structure.

The city’s streets are in dire
need of repair, Schillinger said.
Prior to declaring the surplus, the
city had just allocated $18.500
for street repair,

A rtecent city survey showed
that a significant majority think

the city should repar its streets
but most people don’t want to
pay for it, Schillinger said. Like-
wise, those at a- well-attended
street task force meeting Feb, 7
stated a strong desire to improve
city roads, he said. " Many sug-
gested seeking state and federal
grants.

However, most of that money
has diied up, Schillinger said.
But even were grants still aval-
able, Montesano likel y-wouldn’t
get any money, the mayor said,
In comparison with neighboring
communities, Montesano fares
poorly in competition for grants
because residents make more
than their neighbors and the city
has lacked matching funds for
grants, he said.

“Our streets are in such bad
shape and we (have an opportu-

nity to do something about it),”
Councilman Rich Klinger said.
“This is an opportunity .., to fix
what we can fix. We need 1o take
care of our streets.”

The streets task foree is work-
ing to create a Kst of priorities
and estimated costs that the
counci! will use to determine
how to spend the money in the
road budget, Schillinger said.

The council will determine
how to spend the rest of the sur-
plus on a case-by-case basis.

Councilman Chris Hutchings
suggested using part of the
$100,000 to cover wetland miti-
gation necessary to allow com-
pletion of Beacor Park,

The council voted 6-0 in favor
of declaring the swplus. Coun-
cilman  Doug ™ Strecter  was
absent.

Audit:

Continued from 4-1

Washington State Patrol.

Thea ctate notealle deemest o

Sowers was placed on a sec-
ond administrative leave and
later was demoted. He resigned
in September after the state
patrol investigation recommend-

The andit recommends that
the city seek to recoup the cost
of the fraud investigation
— $2.94672 — from Sowers
and confinue moniterine ite moli.
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