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ORDER NO. 01


BEFORE THE WASHINGTON STATE

UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

	In the Matter of the Petition of

Heckman Motors, Inc., dba Olympic Bus Lines

C-992

                   Petitioner,

For Commission Permission Allowing Temporary Discontinuance of Port Townsend auto transportation service.
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	DOCKET NO. TC-050867

ORDER NO. 01

ORDER GRANTING TEMPORARY DISCONTINUANCE OF 

SERVICE


BACKGROUND

1 On June 7, 2005, Heckman Motors, Inc., (Olympic Bus Lines or Company), holder of an auto transportation certificate of public convenience and necessity C-992, filed with the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission a petition requesting permission from the Commission to discontinue service on its Port Townsend route for one year.

2 Olympic Bus Lines is authorized under its certificate C-992 to operate a 
point-to-point auto transportation service in the following territory:  Port Angeles and Seattle, with an intermediate stop at Sequim; Port Angeles and the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport with an intermediate stop at Sequim; Port Townsend and Hood Canal Bridge with connections to Seattle and the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport via Hwy. 20 in Port Townsend southbound to Hwy. 19, southbound to Hwy. 104, eastbound to Hood Canal Bridge.  Connecting with buses at Hood Canal Bridge and return to Port Townsend by the same route; No service shall be rendered between Seattle and the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport.  

3 In its petition, the Company cites that the Port Townsend route has experienced decreased patronage, and the route is not currently cost effective to operate.  Customers are able to connect with the bus at the Hood Canal Bridge at the Visitor Center.
4 The Company requests that the Commission grant permission to temporarily discontinue service to the Port Townsend route for a period of twelve months, returning to service on July 1, 2006.  The Company believes that a temporary discontinuance will have little effect on the traveling public.  No complaints concerning this matter have been received by the Commission.  
5 WAC 480-30-060 provides:  

No auto transportation company shall discontinue the service called for under its certificate, and time schedule filed thereunder, without first having given to the commission and to the public, at least ten days’ notice in writing of the intention to discontinue such service, and having secured from the commission permission so to do.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

6 (1)
Heckman Motors, Inc., dba Olympic Bus Lines, C-992, is engaged in the business of providing auto transportation service within the state of Washington as a public service company, and is subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission.  Chapter 81.68 RCW and WAC 480-30.
7 (2)
On June 7, 2005, Olympic Bus Lines, C-992, filed with the Commission a petition requesting Commission permission to temporarily discontinue service to its Port Townsend route as authorized by the Company's certificate of public convenience and necessity.  The temporary discontinuance requested by the Company encompasses the period of June 30, 2005, to June 30, 2006.

8 (3)
The proposed temporary discontinuance petition by Olympic Bus Lines is reasonable because the Company has experienced decreased patronage, and the route is not currently cost effective to operate.  Customers are able to connect with the bus at the Hood Canal Bridge at the Visitor Center.  No complaints concerning this matter have been received by the Commission.

9 (4)
This matter was brought before the Commission at its regularly scheduled open meeting on June 29, 2005.

ORDER

THE COMMISSION ORDERS:

10 (1)
Permission is given to Heckman Motors, Inc., dba Olympic Bus Lines, C-992 to temporarily discontinue service to its Port Townsend route as authorized under its certificate of public convenience and necessity for the period June 30, 2005, to June 30, 2006.

11 (2)
Olympic Bus Lines shall file the appropriate tariffs and time schedules to reinstate service for the Port Townsend route to become effective on or before July 1, 2006.

12 (3)
This authorization is conditioned on Olympic Bus Lines resuming service should an immediate public need arise for auto transportation service.  Olympic Bus Lines, C-992, must be prepared to resume service to meet those needs.  If Olympic Bus Lines cannot, or will not, resume service the Commission will deem that the Company has waived interest in its auto transportation certificate for the Port Townsend route.  The Commission will then institute proceedings to cancel the Company's Port Townsend portion of its certificate and to grant authority to another carrier who is prepared to meet the needs of the traveling public. 

The Commissioners, having determined this Order to be consistent with the public interest, directed the Secretary to enter this Order.

DATED at Olympia, Washington, and effective this 29th day of June, 2005.

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION







CAROLE J. WASHBURN, Secretary

